





THE LANCET 





Vor. IL] — 








LECTURES 


ON THE 


DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN, 


DELIVERED AT GUY'S HOSPITAL BY 


DR. BLUNDELL, 


Lecrure XXVI. 


Of the Treatment of the Malignant Disor- 
ganisation of the Genitals, 


Ir was, gentlemen, before observed to 
you, that in those malignant disorganisations 
of the uterus which have been denominated 
carcinoma, there are three parts of cure, 
the radical, the palliative, and that which 
relates to the inflammatory part of the dis- 
ease; the consideration of which we will 
hor resume. 

Now, with a view to the radical cure 
of these malignant disorganisations of the 
uterus, the entire removal of the diseased 
parts by means of the scalpel has been re- 
commended and practised, and in a former 
lecture I endeavoured to lay down the 
conditions which were necessary, in order 
to secure even a small ch of 
Besides, however, the excision of the parts 
entire, there is yet a second operation which 
may be proposed, and this consists in the 
detachment of the lower half of the uterus 
from its connexions, and the removal of this 
part by the knife, or some better adapted 
instrument, which may act upon the prin- 
ciple of the scissars. In mentioning this 
Operation, I must at the same time state, 
that we should be very blameworthy, if we 
were, in the present ‘state of knowledge, to 
introduce it into practice ; but as an opera- 
tion of this kind, under conducive circum- 
stances, might not always be found ineffec- 
tual, I think it right that we should pot lose 
Bight of it altogether. If any cases may at 
present be adjudged more favourable than 
others to its use, they are those in which the 
disease, being in its earlier stage, the ulcer 
has made but little progress ; and though | 
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am sadly fearful lest ulceration should be 
renewed in the parts which remain after the 
operation, yet 1 entertain a kind of hope, 
that this perhaps might not occur, if the 
mouth sal tele together with the whole 
apparatus of the mucous folliclesin them (a 
sort of nidus for the diseased action,) were 
removed, 

Lisfranc, a Parisian surgeon, has recom- 
mended, that in the so-called carcinoma of 
the uterus, we should with forceps draw 
down the diseased parts upon the orifice of 
the vagina, and remove by instruments, 
which act on the principle of the scissars or 
the scalpel. While, however, I cannot but 
applaud the man who has thus made it his 
endeavour to help the sex in this last and 
most deplorable extremity, and while I feel 
persuaded in my own mind, that cases ma 
now and then occur, in which, if the ulcer is 
small, and the womb is prone to descend, 
an operator like Lisfranc might dexterously 
remove the parts; yet I must at the same 
time add, that in the ulcerated carcinoma of 
the English obstetricians, an operation of 
this kind is quite out of the question; and 
I express my opinion with the more free- 
dom here, because a notion that an opera- 
tion of this sort is both easy and effectual, 
might lead the thoughtless and enterprising 
to rush headlong into the ubdertaking, in 
cases where failure is certain. And whet may 
be expected to follow, if the surgeon plunges 
hooks into these parts, and after tearing and 
failing, is obliged to relinquish his attempt? 
The ulcerated carcinoma of the English prac- 
titioner, in the great majonity of cases, is too 
firmly fixed in the pelvis to admit of being 
drawn down and removed in this manner ; 
and very much is this to be regretted, as the 
operation, if possible and effectual, would 
most probably prove much safer than the 
total extirpation before mentioned, even 
though we suppose that operation to have 
been brought up to the beau ideal of its per- 
fection ; nor must I omit to add, that the 
removal of the os uteri in this manner, be- 
fore ulceration commences, merely in the way 
of preventive, can, I conceive, never be jus- 
tifiable till we have more certain diagnos- 
ties, by which we may distinguish the so- 
called carcinoma in this stage of the disease, 
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DISORGANISATION OF 


By Oziander and Dupuytren there has,’ in many instances, is of great use, but its 
I understand, been performed another ope- | worth is not greatest here, 


ration for this most distressing affection, the 


In malignant disorganisation of carcino- 


“* scooping”’ of the diseased pari#, as it matous character, if the radical cure appear 
may be called: That 1 am master of the to be impracticable, it becomes our duty to 


details of this operation | am mot sure, but 


lliate symptoms; and our practice here 


so far as I eam lear from those-who bave | lies, at present, within a marrow compass, 
been present, it is proposed, in proper to be, perhaps, hereafter enlarged. Under 
cases, to remove the diseased surface from these malignant changes, large floodings 
the whole extent of the ulcer by the opera-| sometimes occur; quiet, coolness, recum- 
tion of paring, and in that manner to come |bency, nourishment,—perhaps, in some 
down upon a part which may undergo the | cases, topical cold, and lead and turpen- 


healing process. Of instruments used in tine, an 
this operstion, one, as 1 have been inform-| remedies) may be required. 


ed, bears some resemblance to the bowl of 
& tea-spoon, formed, however, with tren- 
chant, or cutting edges; this cochleare- 
form scalpel being mounted on a shank 
and handle, so as to enable the operator to 
pass it up into the scirrhous hollow, and 
excise the surface by sweeping it reund the 
cavity. In small ulcers of dubious scirrho- 
sity, av operation of this kind might, [ can 
readily suppose, prove successful, and it 
ought not te lost sight of ; I must observe, 
however, of this, as of the two preceding 
Operations, that although I deem it a duty 
to mention them, they are not to be per- 
formed unless by those who have qualified 
themselves for the task by a great deal of 
previona meditation and collateral know- 
aige—“ quid ferre recusent”—*‘ quid va- 
Jeant humeri"”—think of Horace and Dupuy- 
tren, and the well-known and often repeated 
fable of the frog that exploded by attempt- 
ing to emulate the magnitude of the ox ; and 
beware of disgracing yourselves by rashl 
running upon undertakings to which, though 
posse of much valuable knowledge, you 
may find yourselves incompetent. 


Again. To destroy the diseased surface, 
arsenic and caustic, (actual?) and potential 
have been advised and tried, but, as I am 
told, with no encouraging success, The abuse 
of such remedies would be terrible ; do but 
think of a ras) surgeon, with a red bot iron 
in his baud ; and yet, by the beginning of the 
next century, intellect being on the march, 
perhaps..... The greatobjection to every one 
of these operations is, that they leave within 
the body a diseased and indurated mass to 
renew the disease. The cases the most 
likely to receive bevefit from them are not 
these which we call carcinomatous, but 
those iu which there is ulcer merely, with- 
out a deeply-penetrating disorganisation ; 
and, unhappily, few cases are of that kind, 
and in ordinary practice, but few may be able 
to distinguish them. The obstetric diagnos 
tic of the organic affections of the abdomen 
is, | believe, in general, more accurate than 
that of general physic, however arrogant, 
fastuous, and stcihosccopic ; yet it requires 
further improvement. ‘The speculum vagina, 
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plugging, (but rarely these latter 
Mutatis mu- 
tandis—the treatment of flooding cases will 
apply to these. If there is loose fungous 
growth, we may consider how far this admits 
of removal by ligature ; but it might be dan- 
gerous to increase the haemorrhage by touch- 
ing or contracting it, and perhaps the less it 
is interfered with in any way the better.— 
With inflammation, the ¢arcifomatous 
change is sometimes attended, the body of 
the uterus, the péritoneum, or the parts 
contiguous becoming assailed. These in- 
flammations are seldum, if ever, so violent 
as to endanger life, thoagh much spasmodic 
pain and distress, whether of the womb 
itself, or perhaps of the intestines, may 
be sometimes produced. In many cases, the 
inflammation becoming of itself extinct, may 
require no remedy at all; but if'a remedy is 
required, perhaps laxatives, leeches, and 
fomentations may be found the best; the 
leeches may be applied in front of the ab- 
domen below the navel. 

The so-called carcinometous change is 
not always accompauied with niuch central 
pain, but not infrequently much pain’ is felt, 
especially as the disease makes progress. 
Of invaluable use in these cases are ano- 
dynes, not, perhaps, always used with that 
skill and diligence and perseverance, which 
their worth a! deserve. Opium, hyoscy- 
amus, conium, lactucia, stramonium, may all 
be used in their turns ; and of these, opium 
is the chief, In different preparations opium 
may be used ; in the cule state—in extract 
—in tincture—in the form of Battley's solu- 
tion—in the form of the liquor morphina ace- 
filtes—in the form of black drop and acetatis ; 
the latter preparations are vaiuable, on ac- 
countof thelittle distress which they occasion 
to the head. In different ways the anodynes 
may be administered—taken into the sto- 
mach—introduced into the rectum—laid upon 
the skin, as a lotion of tincture of opium for 
example, or rubbed into it like mercurial 
ointment. The measure of these remedics 
must be determined by the effect produced ; 
nor is the largest dose of opium unjustifiable, 
provided it be the minimum which will re- 
lieve the pain. Unhappily there is no danger 
lest a bad habit should become formed ; the 
patient is making a short journey to the 








fs 6. hee) ees 


rr 


he 
he 














THE GENITALS, 195 


grave; and all that remains to medicine is to 
lead her in peace along the irremeable way 
—to soften her litter—to smooth her pillow— 
with wise and gentle hand to mitigate her 
suffering, and to conduct her, undisturbed, 
into the presence of the never-failing friend 
of the miserable, the genius of long—long- 
lasting repose. 

Before ulceration occurs in this disease, 
there is an inflammatory stage worth much 
attention, because, by keeping down the in- 
flammation, the fatal catastrophe may be 
delayed. Other inflammations of the chronic 
kind in the uterus, are very liable to become 
confounded with the carcinomatous, and 
though it may ti be impossible to 
make the distinction, yet the hardness, the 
openness of the os uteri—the darts of pain— 
the death of others in the family under 
the same affliction, will often enable us 
to distinguish; and, in general, where we 
doubt, it is bette? to assume, that the dis- 
ease verges to carcinoma, and to treat ac- 
cordingly ; and the rather, because this me- 
thod of treatment seems to be well adapted 
to mere chronic inflammation. Were any 
woman, however, now within my hearing, | 





should earnestly dissuade her to refrain, as {ar | 


as may be, from attempting to form opinions 
on this point; that she must be totally un- 
able to judge, when even the obstetrician 
himself, with all his examinations, may 
doubt, is perfectly obvious ; and the misery 
which may be occasioned by a hypochon- 
driacal and ill-grounded apprehension here, 
is exceedingly great. 

Leechings above the symphysis—cuppings 
on the loins—a tepid hip-bath of 87°—a 
clear rectum—abstinence from the sexual 
use of the organs—relaxation of the alimen- 
tary tube—warm clothing—cool, but nou- 
rishing diet—iodine, perbaps—are principal 
remedies here. It ought to be our great 
object to keep down action. Of course the 
first attack of ulceration ought to be watched 
for with vigilance, as it then comes to be 
considered, and not till then, whether the 
radical remedies ought to be essayed. 


Of the Efforescent, or Cauliflower Ex- 


crescence, 


If the eflorescent excrescence is lefi to 
run its own course, it invariably, I believe, 
destroys the patient, either by the flooding, 
or the more frequent serous discharges to 
which it may give rise. ‘lo obtain a com- 
plete cure mm this disease, is exceedingly 
difficult ; to alleviate it effectually, may be 
no easy task, yet Jam by no means what- 
ever of the opinion of those who think that 
we ought to sit down in desiduous apathy, 
with our hands in our pockets, without 
stirring one inch in good earnest, for the 
effectual relief of this disease :— 


Suave mari magno turbantibus equora ventis 
£ terra magoum alterius spectare laborem. 


It may be sweet and poetical enough, 
while secure on the rock ourselves, to see 
the vessel founder in the midst of turbu- 
lence and tempest; but surely there is 
nothing to be envied in the feelings of those 
who can see a poor helpless woman sinking 
under this disease, without stirring the 
whole art to save her—or, at least, to alle- 
viate and to procrastinate the fatal termina- 
tion of the disease ; and yet this case is some- 
times managed with a very reprehensible 
inertness. 

The greater number of the efflorescent 
jexerescences which form in the genital 
cavity, are of too broad a basis to admit the 
ligature ; yet this is by no means the case 
invariably ; for they are sometimes united 
with the womb by a peduncular basis, 
and with the help of the ligature, may be 
easily gotaway. In these cases, it is true 
the disease may return at the end of a year 
or so, but it is equally true that the patient, 
im the meantime, may gain flesh and 
strength, and may remain almost entirely 
free from discharge ; and for ought I yet 
know to the contrary, it may again be re- 
lieved in the same manner, even if the ex- 
uberancy of growth cannot be kept under by 
| the occasional use of caustic. Besides, our 
j days are numbered, and life is made up of 
) years; so that even in this view, one year of 
jrestored health and hope is too large a por- 
| tion of human existence, iu middle life espe- 

cially, to be regarded with indifference. Ex- 
amination only can detect the cases well fitted 
| for the ligature ; if the texture is loose, and 
| liable to be cut through with the thread, it 
| is better not to tie. 


Efflorescent end peduncular growth, of 
large size und malignant nature, is, in some 
| rare instances, combined with an inversion 
jof the uterus, Of this disease, you may see 
| @ representation in Denman’s plates, Such 
jinversion would be a great advantage. L 
| wish we had it in our power to produce it 
|ex arbitris. Should case of this kind be 
| committed to your eare, [ conceive that both 

the womb and the malignant growth might 
be extirpated by ligature at once, Nor is 
it impossible that this thought may com 
| tain a principle which lies at the bottom of 
| some valuable improvement of our operations 
|of extirpation. As to the scooping or re- 
moval of the diseased mass and its basis by 
excision, 1 fear that this also will, in most 
cases, be inadmissible ; and yet, as the dis- 
ease varies much, bo*', in the breadth and 
depth to which it spreads, 1 think cases may 
now and then occur, in which the whole 
may be effectually removed in this manner, 
more especially if it be seated merely or 
mainly upon the mouth of the womb, 
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Whether mpties effectual can or not be 
accomplished by caustic, may, at present, 
admit of a dispute ; and this remedy, there- 
fore, deserves a passing consideration. The 
cases which promise most, are those in 
which the growth is not of broad basis, and 
where the growth has been removed by the 
application of the ligature. Under such 
conditions, the caustic may be applied tokeep 
under the renewal of the excrescence ; lunar 
caustic 1 have known to be of sufficient 
service, to recommend it to future trial; 
but I do not venture to give an opinion of | 
the actual cautery, though it might be easily 
applied ; and I have had under cure a pa- 
tient who would willingly have submitted, 
ided other means of relief had failed. 
n the general, however, the disease is far 
too extensive to admit of these remedies ; | 
and then, considering the fatality of the 
affection, it may be worth a consideration 
whether we ought not, as in carcinoma, to | 
extirpate the womb and adjacent vagina 
altogether. Anxious as I am that this in- | 
fant operation should not be ruined by rash | 
performance in ill-chosen cases, I would yet | 
not dissuade from the use of it in cases of | 
this kind, provided circumstances are favour- | 
able and there remain no other hope ; and, | 
in cauliflower excrescence, there is less rea- 
son to fear a general contamination of the 
constitution, than in those cases of so-called 
carcinoma, which we have made the subject 
of so much remark—the malignant disorga- 
nisations, and the excrescences from the ge- 
nitals ; more might be added, but the princi- 
ples here laid down will, with a little modi- 
fication, apply to analogous diseases. 

It may be proper, however, to add, that 
polypi of loose consistency ellied to the efflo- 
rescent excrescence, sometimes grow from 
the genitals ; that fungus excrescences, of 
very loose texture, sometimes form there ; 
that polypi may grow on the outer side of the 
uterus, and obstruct the pelvis, by falling 
down upon the bladder or the rectum, and 
may be mistaken for enlarged ovary, of 
which I have seen examples; that we may, 
too, have mixtures of these diseases—poly- 
pus external and internal—indolent scir- 
tht, with fungus growth, allied to furgus 
bematodes—nor is there, perhaps, any one 
régk on which we are more likely to make 
shipwreck, when we first begin to make oor 
diagnosis with care, than that of forgetting, 
after we have clearly detected the existence | 
of one organic disease, that there may, too, | 
be another co-existent with it, equally im- 
portant, though less obvious, and which, in 
our forgetfulness, is overlooked. 

One word more on this topic, and I con- 
elude. On passing their attention over the 
various abdominal or pelvic operations 
which have been suggested in this and the 
preceding lectures—the inert—the irreso- 








lute—the wise in their generation—the 
men of grave faces, and of somewhat solid 
derstandings—who never venture beyond 
the commercial regions of the profession— 
“ pares negotiis neque supri”—not to add 
those sedate and really prudent men of 
philosophic coolness—the ballast of the 
vessel, may all, perhaps, feel impelled, from 
various motives, to raise their voice against 
these dangerous innovations. Nor can it 
be denied that much may be urged on their 
side. The ultimate good from these opera- 
tions may, in many instances, admit of de- 
bate; if these principles are abused, they, 
like other parts of the healing art, may be 
converted into a bane, instead of a blessing ; 
but of such gentlemen may | be allowed to 
ask, apart from morosity or petulance, What, 
then, are not these diseases desperate under 
the present received modes of treatment ? has 
our method of procedure, during the last 
hundred years, discovered for them any 
better and more effectual remedy? may it 
not be found that the surgery of the abdo- 
men and the pelvis, after it has received its 
last improvements, is not necessarily at- 
tended with those dangerous consequences 
which may now accompany it? who, in this 
country, would have imagined, some ten or 
fifteen years ago, that the human uterus 
might be removed by the knife through the 
outlet of the pelvis—who would have dared 
to assert the possibility of a recovery after 
such an operation? would not a proposi- 
tion of this kind have run the risk of being 
designated as insane? Well, then, from 
what has been done already, may we not 
hope, for the sake of suffering humanity, 
that much more may yet be accomplished— 





| ought we not, each in our places, to do our 


utmost endeavour in promotion of so de- 
sirable an object? If we are not justified in 
risking something—that is, just as much as 
it is absolutely necessary to risk, not more 
—in cases otherwise without hope, pray in 
what cases are we justifiable? surely, if 
there is anything solid in abdominal sur- 
gery, such as it may ultimately become, it is 
the duty of us who are entrusted with the 
health of the human race, to do our utmost 
every way to improve it—proceeding in this 
as in other generous untertakings—not 
rashly—not for the sake of notoriety or 
gain—but with a well-balanced spirit of 
caution and enterprise—under the influence 
of a feeling never wanting in the generality 
of our profession—the sincere desire to alle- 
viate the sufferings of humanity—often ani- 
mating ourselves with glorious and never- 
palling sentiment, so finely expressed by the 
noblest cf orators in an age when orators 
were noble—* nulla in re propius ad Deos 
homines accedunt quam salutem hominibus 
dando.” In the opinion of the poets, the 
judgment of the Idwan shepherd was justly 
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rewarded with the fairest of womankind ; but, 
gentlemen, were I twenty years younger, | 
could scarcely refrain from maintaining that 
no one ~~ * hereafter put in a more righteous 
claim to the possession of one of the most 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE AURICULAR CAN 
GLION,* 


By Dr. Annoup, of Heidelberg. 


Tue attention of several continental ana- 


beautiful of these works in clay—the vases | tomists has lately been drawn to the com- 


of the species—than the man whose judg- | 


ment and labour shall in future bring to their 


munication which exists between the fifth 


| pair, sympathetic nerve, and the organs of 


last perfection the operations of abdominal | the senses. Dr, Arnold’s discovery of the 


surgery. Should this suggestion be here- 
after adopted, I should be very happy to give 
judgment on the occasion; and you, I sup- 
pose, would all of you be eager enough to 
contend with each other for the prize, 





FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


I } 

PERFORATION OF THE @SOPHAGUS FROM AN 
EAR OF RYE HAVING BEEN SWALLOWED.— | 
SYMPTOMS OF PULMONARY PHTHISIS FROM | 
THE SAME ACCIDENT. Fi 


Aw infant, a year old, having swallowed an 
ear of rye, was immediately seized with | 
suffocation and convulsions, which, however, 
gradually disappeared. On the third day, 
a dose of ipecacuanha having been admi- 
nistered, a continued cough came on, ac- 
companied by cold sweats, On the tenth 
day after the accident, an abscess formed 
between the third and fourth false ribs, 
from which the ear of rye was protruded, 
and this having been extracted, all the 
—— disappeared. It is very probable, 

at the foreign body did not enter the tra- 
chea, but, having penetrated the esophagus, 
made its way through the posterior medias- 
tinum and intercostal muscles. 

In another case, where the same acci- 
dent happened to a child eleven years of 
age, violent continued cough, and suffocat- 
ing attacks, were the immediate consequence. 





; auricular ganglion forms an important part 
| of these researches, the result of which will 
| cular ganglion is situated on the internal 
| surface of the third branch of the 5th pair, 


be read with interest. In man, the auri- 


immediately below the foramen ovale, at 
the origin of the masseteric, buccinator, and 
deep temporal nerves, and above the super- 
ficial temporal nerve. Its internal surface 
is covered by the cartilaginous portion of 
the eustachian tube, and by the upper part 
of the circumflexis palati muscle ; the mid- 
dle meningeal artery is immediately behind 
it; it is of an oval form, and slightly com- 

ressed ; its antero-posterior diameter varies 
from twolines to two and a half; its n- 
dicular, from one and a half to two; and its 
transverse diameter from a quarter to half a 
line. It is of a greyish red colour, and very 
delicate, soft consistence ; in the calf,on the 
contrary, it is grey, and rather dense, the 
reverse of the spheno-palatine ganglion ; 
difference which, in a physiological point of 
view, seems to be of peculiar interest, as 
these ganglia, apparently, perform analagous 
functions. 

The auricular ganglion is enveloped by a 
very thin and delicate membrane, which is 
closely attached to the nervous substance, 
and which, exteriorly, is surrounded by a 
reddish cellular tissue, similar to the cellu- 
lar membrane of the intervertebral gan- 
glion. The pulpy mass of the ganglion itself 
being very vascular, is traversed by nume- 
rous ,white filaments, of which the greater 
part coalesce, though not so intimately as 
in the ganglia of the sympathetic nerve. 
These filaments are branches of the inferior 
maxillary nerve, and of a nerve which ori- 





These symptoms soon went off, but within! ginates from the ganglion petrosum. A 
a short time the child exhibited all the | great number of short filaments, originating 
signs of phthisis pulmonalis, and was, about | from the third branch of the fifth pair, con- 
six months after the accident, given up by | nect the ganglion with the latter, and thus 
several. practitioners. This hopeless state | correspond with the roots of the ophthal- 
having continued for more than a year, and | mic ganglion. The vidian nerve, which at 
the patient being evidently on the eve of first sight appears to originate from the 
dissolution, a violent fit of coughing came on, | ganglion, runs through it, after having re- 
by which the foreign body, surrounded by | ceived a slight increase of size. Another 
mucus and puriform matter, was expec-| very remarkable communication exists be- 
torated ; its discharge was followed by re-| tween the ganglion and the glosso-pharyn- 
mission, and eventual disappearance of all! 
the symptoms ; the patient recovered, and 
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up to the time of the report, twelve years| Annoup, Prosector an der Universitat zu 
after the accident, enjoyed excellent health. | Hrivetnenc ; 1828. In 4to; and Dx vpantr 
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geal nerve, by means of a branch of the | cording to this view, he assigns tothe auri- 
ramus jacobii, and anotber between it and | cular ganglion the same function relative to 
the portio mollis, by means of a branch of the | the organ of hearing, as the ophthalmic per- 
the portio dare. The auricular ganglion gives | forms with regard to the eye, viz., that of 
origin to several nervous branches of a very | regulating the involuntary motions of the 
delicate pulpy structure, and reddish colour. membranatympani. In the latter, two dif- 
The most important of these arises at its | ferent kinds of motions must be distinguish- 
upper and posterior part, and, in its course |ed; the one, which is entirely mechanical, 
along the inner side of the middle menin- | depends on the vibrations of the sir; the 
geal artery, enters into that portion of the | other is produced by ite muscular apparatus, 
eustachian tube which contains the tensor | and consists ina greater or less tension, ac- 
tympani muscle, in the substance of which | cording to the degree of force with whieh the 
it terminates. Two or three branches ori- | vibrations of the air act on the portio mollis,* 
ginate from the lower posterior portion of | the excitement of which is, by its commani- 
the ganglion, and unite with the two roots cating branch, conveyed to the portio dura, 
of the superficial temporal nerve, very likely and thence through the above-described 
with that portion which sends branches to | branch to the auricular ganglion and the 
the membrana tympani. | tensor tympani. 

There are consequently, the author ob-| Considering the striking correspondence 
serves, four ganglia which belong exclu- | which, in an anatomical point of view, exists 
sively to the organs of the senses; the between the nerves of the organs of seeing 
ophthalmic, auricular, spheno-palatine (na- | and hearing, and those of taste and smell, 
sal), and maxillary (lingual) ganglion, all | it might be asked, whether the latter pos- 
of which are connected with the sympathe- | sess also any apparatus for controlling the 
tic nerve, the fifth pair, a sensitive nerve, | excessive action of external agencies? To 
and a nerve of motion; communicating | this the author answers in the affirmative, 
branches of the spheno-palatine ganglion | and ascribes the above function to the dia- 
with a motory nerve, and that of the auri-| phragm, for the organ of smelling, and to 
cular ganglion with the sympathetic, have | the excretory duct of the submaxillary gland, 
not as yet been discovered in man ; in the | for the organ of taste. Whenever the pitui- 
calf the author has frequently found them. | tary membrane of the nose is acted upon 

As to the auricular ganglion in animals,| very strongly, sneezing is excited by the 
Dr. Afnold has been able to find it in quad-| influence which the spheno-palatine gan- 
rupeds only, In carnivorous quadrupeds, it glion exercises over the diaphragm, by 
has a more superficial connexion with the | means of the deep vidian nerve ; in an ana- 
fifth pair than in man, and is not crossed | logous manner the secretion and excretion 
by the vidian nerve, of which it receives | of the saliva in the submaxillary gland, is 
only a small branch. augmented by means of the maxillary gan- 

In the rodentia there are two auricular! glion, whenever the lingual branch of the 
ganglia, the anterior of which is united with | fifth pair is over-excited, 
the masseteric and vidian; the posterior 



































with the superficial temporal nerve ; both 
ganglia are of considerable size. 

In ruminants it is much larger, and of 
greater density than in mon ; its connexion 
with the masseteric nerve is very intimate ; 
that with the temporal nerve very slight. 

In pachydermata the ganglion is divided 
into two masses, which are united by an in- 
termediate portion; its structure is very | 
analagous to that in the human subject, 

In solipedes it is larger than in any of 
the other animals, and like that of the pa-| 
chydermate and ruminents, divided into two | 

tions. | 

In birds and reptiles, Dr. Arnold has not 
been able to find it, or any muscle anala- | 
gous to the sensor tympani of man and qua- | 





drupeds ; which latter assertion, being in| 


opposition to the researches of Scarpa and 
Cavier, wauts further confirmation. 

As to the function of the auricular gan- 
glion, Dr. Arnold is of opinion, that the 
soslogy between the membrana tympani 
and the fins, best serves to explain it. Ac- 


ANIMAL MAGNETISM. 


In the sitting of the Académie Royale de 
Médécine on the 16th of April lust, M. 
Jules Cloquet made the following statement. 

On the 8th of April, he had been eon- 
Sulted by a lady 64 years of age, who had an 
ulcerated cancer Of the right breast, with 


| painful swelling of the neighbouring parts, 


and the axillary glands; be decided upon 
the operation, but as the general health of 
the patient gave but little hope of success, 
he previously took the advice of some other 
practitioners, amongst whom was M. Cha- 
pelain, (the regular medical attendant of the 
lady,) who very strongly recommended the 
operation. ‘This was, however, constantly 
objected to by the patient herself, who was 
of a nervous and irritable temperament. 

* Fel. Savart has first clearly shown the 
existence of this kind of motion in the mem- 
brana tympani, and demonstrated the accous- 
tical reasons of it. 
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She was very susceptible of the action of|money, had taken a part in the trickery o 
animal magnetism, to the influence of which, | the magnetisers, and who, by the force of 
M. Chapelain, one of the great magnetisers|her will, had been able to undergo the 
of the day, had often submitted her. This| operation, without evincing any sign of 
gentleman p that M. Cloquet should | pain. He had seen many instances of appa- 
perform the operation while the patient was | rent insensibility in persons who were no 
in the state of somnambulism, duriog which, |somnambulists; and he himself had per- 
sensibility being completely suspended, she | formed the most painful operations on sol- 
would neither suffer any pain, nor show any | diers on the field of battle, who sang the 
aversion to it. To this proposal M. Cloquet |hymns of Mars, and exhorted their com- 
saw no objection, end Sunday the izth of rades to keep up their courage; he men- 
April, was fixed for the day of the opera- tioned the instance of the fenatic murderer 
tion. For two days previously, M.Chape-|of Kleber at Cairo, who, under the most 
lain several times somnambulised the lady, | terrible tortures, appeared insensible, He 
and, by the influence of his will, disposed | concluded by saying, that he considered it 
her to the operation, the mere idea of which | very dangerous to let the public believe it 
she dreaded when awake. | possible for a good surgeon to be the dupe 
On the appointed day, M, Cloquet found = a and that he 
her on an arm-chair, in the posture of a per- cieted pee ee ri nv aie 4 deratcad! 
son who is in tranquil sleep, and, after the | “* vm with @ tact of this Kine. 
necessary preparation, performed the ope- | _ Ww ith respect to the insensibility to pain 
ration in about twelve minutes, in the usual | in several persons, M. Hervé de Cheguin 
manner, During it, the patient did not evince | observed, that females of nervous tempera- 
the least sign of pain, neither by the coun- ment, and pious disposition especially, fre- 
tenance, nor by any muscular motion. She quently bore the most cruel operations with 
constantly remained in the same passive astonishing indifference. 
state in which the operator found heron his MM, Lisfrane related the case of a young 
arrival ; and the assistant, who kept the gir] on whom he had performed the extirpa- 
arms in the necessary position, did notex- tion of a fungus hematodes, and who hed 
perience the least resistance; and, won-' not exhibited the least signs of pain. With 
derful to relate, when the wound was respect to animal magnetism, the fact re- 
cleaned with a sponge, the patient appeared Jated by M. Cloquet, appeared to him of 


to feel as if she were tickled, and said seve- 
ral times, in a cheerful tone, “‘ Have done ; 
don’t tickle me! (Finissez, ne me chatouil- 
lez pas.) 
The wound having been dressed, she was | 


great importance ; and all judgment ought to 
be suspended, until further asalogous ob- 
servations were made. 

In reply to M. Larrey, M. Cloquet said 
there was not the least reason to suspect 


carried to her bed still in a state of somnam- the character of the patient: her rank, edu- 
bulism, in which she was suffered to remain | cation, and wealth, placed her above the 
for forty-eight hours. On the 14th, the) suspicion of assisting a fraudulent contri- 


dressing was removed for the first time ; 
during;this operation, also, the patient 
showed no sign either of sensibility or pain. 
Immediately after it she awoke, without | 
having any idea of what had happened, and | 


vance, or having been influenced by pecu- 
niary interest. As to the instances of in- 
sensibility, mentioned by M. Larrey, he 
had seen many cases of a similar kind, but 
there was a great difference between read 


when she heard it, was very strongly affect-| want of sensation and apparent insensi- 
ed; this sensation of mind M. Chapelain bility, in consequence of the will, and an 
immediately caused to subside, by repeat-| unusual firmness of mind. In personsgifted 


ing his m&nipulations. 


On the 16th of April, the wound was! 
dressed a third time ; it had a good appesrr- | 
ance; the patient was very composed, and | 
there seemed to be a very fair prospect of 
complete success from the operation. “ Such | 
is,” M. Cloquet said, ** the accurate recital | 
of the facta, of which Ihave been an eye-| 
witness ; and which I simply relate, with- 
out drawing any conclusions from it, either 
for or agaidst animal magnetism.” 


M. Larrey very much doubted, that during 
the operation the patient had really been in 
a-state of somnambulism. He declared her 
to be an impostor, who, for the sake of 





| with the latter, yp bad always seen some 
expression of pain, though perhaps not of 
the common kind; singing, and an ani- 
mated conversation, are generally used by 
them, to distract the attention as much as 
possible ; and the complete silence of the 
sufferer, the state of the countenance, mus- 
cular contraction of the hands, &c., always 


betray the real condition—La Clinique et 


La Lancetie Frangoise. 
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2090 MR. REES ON SCARLET FEVER. 


ON THE USE OF TINCTURE OF HYOSCIAMUS, 
IN SCARLET FEVER. 


By Hexay Rees, Esq. M.R.C.S. 


Havine read, in the last Number of Tue 
Lancer,* Hufeland’s observations on the 
use of belladonna in scarlet fever, I am in- 
duced to recommend to the notice of the 

rofession a medicine which 1 have found 

ighly serviceable in the same disease, and 
which may probably operate on the same 
principle—I mean the tincture of hyoscy- 
amus. As surgeon to the ‘‘ City Institu- 
tion for Diseases of Children,” I have had 
between two and three hundred cases of 
scarlet fever under my care, few of which 
have proved fatal. If not trespassing too 
much on your valuable pages, I will briefly 
describe the practice I pursue. In milder 
cases, I recommend leeches to be occasion- 
ally applied to the head, prescribe small and 
repeated doses of calomel and antimony, 
with gentle laxatives, (a mode of treatment 
proper in all exanthematous diseases,) and 
every two or three hours some of the liq. 
ammon, acetat. mixture, with small doses of 
ipecacuanha, and the t. hyoscyami. In se- 
verer cases, 1 apply leeches freely and fre- 
quently to the head and throat, administer- 
ing the same medicines. My attention is 
chiefly directed to allayiny the ner7ous irrita- 
bility and excitement, for in proportion to 
such irritability and excitement, are the 
subsequent exhaustion and degree of dan- 
ger. Opium is, in some cases, a valuable 
medicine. The prussic acid I have never 
tried, but should anticipate much good from 
its effects. Cold ablution is proper, espe- 
cially when agreeable to the sensations 
of the patient. 1 prefer partial to general 
ablution, having seen two or three instances, 
and heard of others, in which fatal symptoms 
appear to have arisen from the excessive 
chill the system had sustained, As a stimu- 
lant in the stage of collapse, if I may be 
allowed the term, I find ammonia most 
useful. . 

The effect of medicines, the progress of 
the disease, and the appropriate measures, 
are indicated by the appearances of the 
tongue; should the tongue continue un- 
changeably parched, the disease will termi- 
nate fatally; immediately it begins to be 
moist, the calomel and antimony should be 
omitted, or salivation will be induced. In 
scarlet fever, as in all other diseases in 
which the tongue is drv and red, Epsom 
salts are injurious, though frequently pre- 
seribed ; so are also the drastic purgatives, 
and, what are sometimes named, the “ tonic- 
evacuants.” The tongue, indeed, in most 





* No, 296, 


diseases, is my principal guide. On this sub- 
ject I could say much, were EF not fearful 
of extending these remarks to too great 
length. 


45, Finsbury Square, May 4, 1829. 





WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY—EXPERI¢e 
MENTS ON ACETATE OF LEAD. 


—— 


To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


Sirn,—Your invaluable Journal is deserv- 
ing of its numerous supporters, for having 
so fully and accurately reported the discus- 
sion at the above Society on Mr. Laidlaw’s 
case, more particularly as connected with 
the opinions advanced by several speakers 
relative to the effects produced by large 
doses of the acetate of lead. I will not ob- 
trude myself upon your notice, by making 
any remarks touching the medicinal proper- 
ties of the acetate, which appear to have 
been better understood by the members of 
the above Society, than the chemical effects. 
It appears from the observations of Mr. Laid- 
law, that on experiencing tho symptoms 
commonly attendant upon an over-dose, he 
had immediate recourse to a solution of the 
sulphate of magnesia, which produced in- 
stantaneous relief. 

In order to ascertain, myself, the effects 
of the sulphate of magnesia as an antidote 
jin cases of poisoning from the acetate of 
lead, I was induced to make my own person 
the object of experiment. I dissolved a 
drachm of the acetate in four ounces of 
water, half of which was taken at a dose, 
and shortly after a solution, containing one 
ounce of the sulphate in half a pint of water. 
| l experienced no other symptoms than those 
}commonly attendant on a full dose of the 
latter, such as occasional gripings, with co- 
pious watery evacuations; having allayed 
intestinal irritation by opiates, 1 took, at 
the expiration of twenty-four hours, the re- 
maining solution, which was attended with 
similar results. 

From the foregoing experiments, I ar- 
rived at the conclusion, that the poisonous 
| qualities of the acetate of lead are destroyed 
by the action of sulphuric acid, which sepa- 
rates itself from the sulphate of magnesia, 
and that thus an insoluble and innocuous 
sulphate of lead and acetate of magnesia are 
|produced. This differs widely from the 

theory of the learned Chairman, (Dr. A. T. 
| Thomson,) ‘* That the reason why the ace- 
tate of lead was not poisonous, was, that it 
| was insoluble in the bowels, and was not 
| taken into the circulation.” 
1 have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
W. Ganrprt. 








| 
| 
| Birmingham, May 4, 1929. 
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. lopinion, It would have been better for him, 
DE. WHITING § OPINIONS ON THE VITA- | therefore, before he presumed to put pen to 
LITY OF THE BLOOD. | paper, the instant he perused the report, to 
=—n=ne | have one eg his memory, respecting the 
: |“ Hunterian doctrines.”” ‘Lhe writer speaks, 
To the Editor of Tut Laxcer. at the conclusion of the ne a 
Srrx,—Nothing is more easy, than for a/ which the last extract was taken, of “ the 
writer, especially one who does not choose | doctrines which Dr. Whiting advocates.” 
to sign his name, first to misstate the opi-| Now I beg leave to inform him, that the 
nions of another, and then to use arguments | Doctor advocated no particular doctrine, but 
to disprove their accuracy. The corres-| merely attempted to prove, that the argu- 
pondent who addressed you from Islington, | ments in favour of the vitality of the blood, 
on the vitality of the blood, appears to be of | were insufficient to establish the truth of 
this description. Dr. Whiting cannot be the hypothesis; and this is the amount of 
expected to enter into a discussion with this | what the author calls the doctrines of Dr, 
anonymous writer, especially as he seems to| Whiting. ‘The greater part of the succeed- 
possess greater love for ridicule, than anxiety | ing paragraph contains opinions not essen- 
to elicit truth, but as Lam acquainted with tially different (as far as 1 am able to judge) 
that gentleman’s opinions, and was present | from those which Dr. Whiting embraces, 
at both the meetings at which the discussion | with the exception of the last sentence, in 
occurred, I venture to request a place in | which he says, ‘ 1 conceive we are led to the 
your Journal, to correct some errors into | conclusion, that the blood is fluid, simply 
which your correspondent has (inadvertent- | because it is alive, that it coagulates simply 
ly, without doubt) fallen. His exordium,| because it is dead.” 1 would like to ask, 
which he very properly considers ill adapted | how is it that the blood has been found fluid 
to his subject, cy that he writes in much |throughout the body after some kinds of 
ignorance, and I beg therefore to inform him, | death? And even supposing no such fact 
that so far from Dr. Whiting willingly in- | as this could be adduced agaiust his opinion, 
trading his opinions upon the London Me-| what proof has he that the fluidity of the 
dical Society, or ‘‘ promising” any remarks | blood does depend upon its life? I deny 
on the vitality of the blood, he was merely | that there is any proof. All we know of 
requested by the President to be present at | the matter is, that the blood when removed 
the discussion, in consequence of a cursory | from the living vessels, in most instances, 
observation, which fell from him when a| ceases to be fluid. The writer here appears 
Visiter on a former evening. ‘The construc- | to found his argument upon a mere assump- 
tion put upon this request of the President | tion, and to be himself guilty of the same 
by the reporters* of the Journals, seems | error, of which in a subsequent part of his 





somewhat extraordinary, and although 1 
cannot charge them with the ‘ malus ani- 
mus” the erroneous impression which has 
been given by their statement is a matter of 
Tegret, It is strange enough, that your 
correspondent should ask Dr, Whiting, as 
well as Mr. Cooper, ‘‘ whether he is sen- 
sible of the error which he has committed, 
in supposing the coagulation of the blood, 
when exterior to the body, to result from the 
active agency of vitality, or any other power 
peculiar to that fluid.” This question shows 


| 





that he is as ignorant of the subject on which 
he presumes to write, as he is of the cir- 
cumstances connected with the discussion of 


letter he accuses Dr. Whiting. He goes on 
to say, ‘‘ the Doctor triumphantly exclaims, 
if the blood were vital, it ought to show its 
vitality during life,and not wait till after death 
to do so.” It is an apparent absurdity of 
Hunter's that is here combated, who seems 
to think that the contraction of the fibrine 
is the chief proof of the vitality of the 
blood. I would beg leave to recommend to 
the notice of your correspondent, one pas- 
sage which he will meet with in John 
Hunter's treatise on the general principles 
of the blood. ‘‘ Coagulation,” he there 


| says, ‘1 conceive to be an operation of 


life,” and I would advise him, before again 


it. For first, Dr. Whiting decidedly and jentering into the field of controversy, (to 


repeatedly denied it to be his opinion, that | 
the coagulation of the blood does depend | 
upon its vitality, as it wanted the necessary | 
evidence of fact; and secondly, that great! 
man, John Hunter, whose disciple this 
writer professes to be, was undoubtedly 
if his language mean any thing, of that 

* Our reporter put no “ construction” 
upon the request of the President. Even 
an allusion to ‘‘ malus animus” in such an 
effuir is ridiculous,—Ep. L. 


use his own language,) to ‘‘ read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest’’ the works of 
the author whose opinions he advocates. In 
the next sentence, your correspondent as- 
serts, that “‘ the vital energy ”’ of the blood, 


|‘*makes it deposit in each part from one 


simple fluid, the endless variety of dissimilar 
materials which constitute the different 
organs.’’ ‘This is so absurd as hardly to 
require refutation, the author seems literally 
to have forgotten that such things as ves- 
sels, existed in the body. No one else would 
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ROBINSON'S CASE, BY MR. SHELDRAKE. 


have thought, that the blood itself deposited 
the different materials of which the body is 


composed. ‘‘ 1 was not, | confess,"’ (the 


writer goes on to observe,) ‘ exactly pre- 


pared in the present age for the staggering | 
assertion, that digestion is purely a chemical | 


solution, which can be imitated out of the 
body.” Dr. Whiting did not say that diges- 
tion was purely a chemical solution, which 
ean be imitated out of the body, but merely, 


that the change which food undergoes in the | 
stomach canbe imitated out of the body, | 


and this assertion is fully borne out by nu- 
merous experiments, with which the learned 
author is no doubt well acquainted. The 
last paragraph is of the same piece with the 
rest of the composition, and is remarkable 
for the same ignorance of his subject, and 
the seme vague and indefinite mode of ex- 
pression, as characterise the former part of 
it. The writer finishes his letter with a 
quotation from Cicero, which does as little 
credit to his heart, as the rest of the article 
does to his head. After the occurrences 
which took place at the last Meeting of the 
Society, (for the report of which, he should 
by-the-by have waited, in order to have 
had all the arguments of the Doctor before 
him,) I may perhaps be allowed to put into 
the mouth of Dr. Whiting, the well known 
sentiment of Juvenal: 


* De nobis post hwc tristis sententia fertur 


Dat veniam corvis, vexat censura colum- | 


bas.” 
A Visrior, 
Borough, 7th May, 1829. 





CASE OF ROBINSON-——-BY MR, EN ELDRAKE. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 


Sir,—Iw the answer to Correspondents, 
at the end of No. 29%, you say, “* Mr. Shel- 


drake will probably enable us to comply | 


with the request of Querist.” Your an- 
swer to correspondents, like the responses 
of Sybils in former times, mey be under- 
stood by those for whose special use they 
are intended, but are sacred enigmas to the 
rest of mankind. I do not know who 
« Querist” is, or what he is desirous of 
learning from me; but, as a general obser- 
vation, I beg to say, that, as I am not an 
anonymous writer myself, { will never an- 
swer any thing that is written by any ano- 
nymous person. 

For your satisfaction, | return to the case 
of Robinson. 1 have seen him daily from 
the time he first came into my hands to the 
present, two days only excepted, and these 
omissions were occasioned by unavoidable 
accidents, “In consequence of this unre- 
mitting attention, he is so much improved 


that his foot has neerly regained its natura) 
| form, and when both his shoes are removed 
he can stand with his feet close toge- 
|ther, with the heel of that which is de- 
fective very near to the ground; all the 
muscles of his foot, bis leg, and his thigh, 
are resuming their natural actions; the 
muscles of his leg are greatly increased in 
size, and healthy in appearance, and he is 
getting into a much better state of general 
health than he was when you saw him 
before. 

When the cure of this case is complete, 
I shall publish a detailed account of its 
progress ; in the mean time I shall be ob- 
'liged, if it is agreeable to you, if you will 
see him, when you will be able to say what 
you think of it yourself, and that will be 
more satisfactory to your readers than any 
thing I can say of it. I have reason to be 
satisfied with the coarse I took in offering 
this case to the notice of the profession in 
general; that offer has been accepted by 
many gentlemen of rank and talent, whose 
opinions | have reason to be satisfied with, 
I have met with one person, however, whose 
| conduct has been so different, that I ought 
to mention it, (without marking the indi- 
vidual,) to show how difficult it is for any 
man, with the best intentions, to secure 
himself from the vile machinations of base- 
minded men. 

When Robinson was an out-patient at 
the Middlesex Hospital, his case excited 
much curiosity in many who attended 
there. After the case was publisbed in 
Tue Lawcer, one of these Middlesex Hos- 
pital people asked a member of Kobinson’s 
family, whom he knew, if be was the per- 
son whose case wes related in Tue Lancer. 
| Being told that he was, the person was 
| further asked, if he would prevail on the 
youth to go to his, the inguirer’s own 
|house, that he might examine the foot at 
|his leisure! Robinson asked me what he 
should do? I desired that my compliments 
might be presented to the gentleman, and 
}that he should be told, that I would not 
suffer any person whatever to examine my 
| patient, except it was done in my presence ; 
| that I should be very happy to see him at 
my house, any day and any hour that he 
would appoint; that he should then have 
every opportunity he could wish to exa- 
mine the patient, (always in my presence, ) 
and that | would give him every information 
he might ask of me. No, he said, that 
would not do; he wished to examine him 
by himself, in his own house, That being 
again refused, I leard no more of this very 
honourable gentleman. I have every dis- 
pesition to act openly, candidly, and honour- 
ably upon all oceasions, but I think you will 
allow that, with the experience I have de- 
rived from this attempt, I ought to be care« 
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ful in any transaction that I may engage in usual for midwifery lecturers to have these 
with strangers upon this subject. |unfortunate occurrences frequently, and 

1 have another case under my care, simi- | always at the hour of lecture! Does each 
lar to Robinson's, but, in many respects, of them give a lecture, which must be 
more important to the patient as well as to| finished in three quarters of an hour? Does 
myself; I shall not, however, offer it to|a shower of rain deter Dr, Blundell from 
your notice until the cure is complete, when | meeting his pupils, for whom he evinces 
I intend to trouble you with a full state- | such regard? 1 can positively assert, it has 
ment of particulars. I find that the subject|ever been a source of regret to any other 
of artificial muscular action, as applicable | lecturer attached to this school, if he has 
to the restoration of health, as well as to| ever been uvavoidably kept from his pupils, 
the cure of peculiarities of form, has been| though it had been but foran hour, Such 
so little attended to, that 1 think the ex-|is the manner in which our time is trifled 
planations I ain prepared to give of many| with ; and, as we merely get one lecture a 
points cannot be included in the space which| week, (cecasionally two,) | leave you to 
you may be able to assign them in Tne|jadge, what sapient young men we shall be 
Lancer. For this reason I have sent to/|in the obstetric art, when we are let loose on 
the press a separate treatise, viz., The uti- \the world. These are the only remarks I 
lity of artificial muscular action, when it is| have to make at present; but should no 
used in educating young females of the | amendment take place for the improvement 
superior classes of society, so as to produce | of the poor fellows who enter next season, 
excellence in their forms and action, as well| you shall hear from me again, with some 
as good health in the progress of their | facts of more importance. 
future lives, &c. &c. l am, Sir, 

When this is ready for publication, I Yours respectfully, 
shall send @ copy for your inspection, and A Port or rus Weee Sreeer Scnoot, 
shall be grateful by your giving it any notice Tuesday, April 28, 1829. 
that you may think it entitled to. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 
T. SHecprake. 
April 30th, 1829, QUININE IN INTERMIITENT FRVER.—FLUs 
IDITY OF THE BLOOD. 
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IRREGULARITY OF LECTURERS. | To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sin.—A Correspondent in No. 292, men- 
To the Editor of Tur Lancer. tions the good effects of quinine with cap- 
sicum ; I can assure him the combination is 
Sir,—Allow me, through the medium of largely used in my neighbourhood. Some 
your valuable pages, (which have ever been of my medical friends use the sulphas ferri 
the resqurce of the oppressed pupil, and the| with the quinine and capsicum, and I can 
only means of obtaining redress for the non- | vouch for its good effects in old debilitated 
performance of a teacher’s duty,) to state|subjects. I may observe, there is a sug- 
some of those evils existing in the midwifery | gestion in your Correspondent’s communica- 
department of the Webb Street School. The) tion, for which we are indebted to him, if 
lectures on this branch of our profession,|it be correct; viz. the small quantity of 
together with the diseases of women and | quinine which he uses perdiem. W ill he 
children, were promised at the beginning of | aver, that the four grains of quinive, with 
the season to be delivered regularly. Ij\eight of capsicum, given during the inter- 
happen to be one of the unfortunate beings} mission, will prevent a recurrence of the 
who are obliged to walk some considerable | paroxysm. 
distance every alternate day to hear the | I can confidently affirm, that Ihave adopt. 
said lectures, and to gain, as I should ex-|ed Dr, Mackintosh's treatment of bleeding 
pect, that information for which the student} in the cold stage with the most decided ad- 
looks in this emporium of intellect ; but 1| vantage, and | believe it to be the only safe 
am surprised to find, on my arrival at the| mode of treatment (previous to administer- 
theatre, posted at the doors, now almost re |ing the quinine) in strong muscular sub- 
gularly, ‘* There wiil be no lecture to-day,” | jects, where there is congestion. I do con- 
&e., in consequence, perhaps, of a placental | sider it most desirable when called to a pa- 
presentation, an uterine hemorrhage, a for- | tient who is shaking violently, to abstract a 
ceps case, acase of turning, the lecturing | few ounces of blood from the arm, when 
apparatus being out of order, or a smart|there shall be an immediate cessation of 
shower of rain ; all these, with the excep- shaking, and the patient shall feel in a glow- 
tion of the last, are frequently posted as | ing comfortable state, and be without the 
excuses. Now | wish to ask, whether it in| succeeding fever and perspiration, It is 
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have thought, that the blood itself ares that his foot has nearly regained its natural 


the different materials of which the body is 
com “I was not, I confess,” (the 
Writer goes on to observe,) “ exactly pre- 
pared in the present aye for the staggering 
assertion, that digestion is purely a chemical 
solutiot, Which can be imitated out of the 
body.” Dr. Whiting did not sdy that diges- 
tion tas purely a chemical solution, which 
can bé imitated out of the body, but merely, 
that the ¢hatige which food undergoes iti the 
stomich can be imitated out of the body, 
and this @sertion is fully borne out by nu- 
thefOtis €£petiments, with which the learned 
aiithor 18 fo doubt well acquaitited. The 
last Paragraph is of the same piece with the 
fest of the composition, and is remarkable 
for the saihe ignoranée of his subject, and 
the same vague and indefiuite niode of ex- 
tession, 48 characterise the former part of 
t. Thé writer finishes his letter with a 
quotation from Cicero, whicli does as little 
credit to his heart, as the test of the article 
does to his head. After the occurrences 
which took place at the last Meeting of the 
Society, (for the report of which, he should 
by-the-by liave waited, in order to have 
had all the arguments of the Doctor before 
him,) I wey Patere be allowed to put into 
the mouth of Dr. Whiting, the well known 
sentitient of Jdvenal: 
« De nobis post hec tristis sententia fertur 
Dat a corvis, vexat censura colum- 
as. 


Borough, 7th May, 1829. 


sete 


A Visrror. 





CASE OF ROBINSON—BY MR, BHELDRAKE. 
— 


To the Editor of Tur Lancet. 


Str,—In the answer to Correspondents, 
at the end of No. 292, you say, ‘* Mr. Shel- 
dtaké Will probably enable tus to comply 
With the reqti#st of Querist.” Your an- 
&wét to coftespondents, like the responses 
of Sybils in former times, may be under- 
stood by those for whose special use they 
are intended, but are sacred enigmas to the 
test of mankind. [ do not ktiow who 
 Quetist” is, or what he is desirous of 
learning ftom me; but, as a géneral obser- 
tation, I beg to say, that, as I am not an 
anonymous writer myself, I will never an- 
swer any thing that is written by any ano- 
hymous person. 

For your satisfaction, I return to the case 
of Robisison. I have seen him daily from 
the tithe he first came into my hands to the 
present, two days only excepted, and these 
omissions were occasioned by unavoidable 
accidents, In consequence of this unre- 
initting attention, he is so much improved 





form, and when both his shoes are removed 
he can stand with his feet close toge- 
ther, with the heel of that which is de. 
fective very hear to the ground ; all the 
muscles of his foot, his leg, and his thigh, 
are resuming their natural actions-; The 
muscles of his leg are greatly increased in 
size, and healthy in appedrance, and He ig 
getting into a much better state of general 
health than he was when you saw him 
before. 

When the cure of this case is complete, 
I shall publish a detailed account of its 

rogress ; in the mean time I shall be ob- 
Fived, if it is agreeable to you, if you will 
see hit, when you will be able t6 say what 
you think of it yotirself, and that will be 
more satisfactory to your readers that 
thing I can say of it. ave reason to be 
satisfied with the course I took iti offering 
this case to the tiotice of the profession in 
general; that offer has been accepted by 
many gentlemen of rank and talent, whoke 
opinions I have reason to be satisfied with, 
I have met with one petson, however, whose 
condiict has been so differeit, that t ought 
to mention it, (without marking the indi- 
vidual,) to show how difficiilt it is for any 
man, with the best intentions, to free 
himself from the vile machinations of basé- 
minded men. 

When Robinson, was an out-patient at 
the Middlesex Hospital, his case excited 
much curiosity in many who attended 
there. After the case was published in 
Tue Lancer, one of these Middlesex Hos- 

ital people asked a member of Robinson's 
Family. whom hée knew, if he was the pef- 
son whose cise was félated in Tur Lancet, 
Being told that he was, the persoi was 
further asked, if he would prevail on thé 
youth to go to his, thé inquiter’s own 
house, that he might examine the foot at 
liis leisure! Robinson askéd mé what he 
should do? I desired that my compliments 
might be presented to the geritleman, a1 
that he should be told, that I would not 
suffer any person whatever to eximine my 
patient, except it was dotié in iny presente ; 
that I should be very happy to see him at 
my house, any day and any hour that lé 
would appoint; that he should then have 
every opportunity he could wish to exa- 
mine the patient, (always in my presencé,) 
and that 1 would give him every information 
he might ask of me. No, he said, that 
would not do; he wished to examine him 
by himself, in his own house. That a 
again refused, I heard no more of this ver 
honourable gentleman. I have every dis- 
position to act openly, candidly, and honour. 
ably upon all occasions, but I think you 
allow that, with the experience I have 
rived from this attempt, I ought to be care 
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IRREGULARITY OF LECTURERS.—QUININE. 


fil in any transaction that I may engage ih 


with strangers upon this subject. 

[have another case under my cate, simi- 
jr to Robinson’s, but, in many respects, 
ore important to the patient as well as to 
nyself; I shall not, however, offer it to 

hotice until the cure is complete, when 
jntend to trouble you with a full state- 
tent of particulars. I find that the subject 
of artificial muscular action, as applicable 
to the restoration of health, as well as to 
the cure of peculiarities of form, has been 
» little attended to, —y I think the ex- 
pacations I am prepared to give of many 
pints cannot be included in the space which 
you may be able to assign them in Tne 
Lavcet. For this reason I have sent to 
thé ptess n separate treatise, viz., The uti- 
lity of artificial muscular action, when it is 
wed in educating young females of the 
tiperior classes of society, so as to produce 
excellence in their forms and action, as well 
good health in the progress of their 
future lives, &c. &c. 

When this is ready for publication, I 
thill send @ copy fot yout inspection, and 
shall be grateful. y your giving it any notice 
that you may think it entitled to. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 
T. Sueiprake. 


April 30th, 1829, 





TRREGULARITY OF LECTURERS. 


To the Editor of Tit Lancet. 


Sin,—Allow me, through the medium of 
your valuable pages, (which have ever been 
the resource of the oppressed pupil, and the 
only means of obtaining redress for the non- 
performance of a teacher’s duty,) to state 
some of those évils existing in the midwifery 
department of the Webb Street School. The 
lectures on this branch of our profession, 
together with the diseases of women and 
children, were promised at the beginning of 

season to be delivered regularly. I 
happen to be one of the unfortunate beings 
who are obliged to walk some considerable 

8 every alteruate day to hear the 
ttid lectures, and to gain, as I should ex- 
pect, that information for which the student 
hoks in this emporium of intellect ; but 1 
‘© surprised to find, on my arrival at the 
theatre, posted at the doors, now almost re 
wwarly, ‘* There will be no lecture to-day,” 
ke, in consequence, perhaps, of a placental 
presentation, an uterine hemorrhage, a for- 
ceps case, acase of turning, the lecturing 
I angpe being out of order, or a smart 
Nower of rain; all these, with the excep- 
Won of the last, are frequently posted as 
‘cuses. Now I wish to ask, whether it is 
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usual for midwifery lecturers fo have these 
unfortunate occurrences frequently, and 


1 always at the hour of lecture? Does each 


of them give a lecture; which must be 
finished in three quarters of an hour? Does 
a shower of rain deter Dr, Blundell from 
meeting his pupils, for whom he evinces 
such regard? 1 can positively assert, it hes 
ever been a source of regret to.ahy othér 
lecturer attached to this school, if he has 
evér been unavoidably kept from his pupils, 
though it had been but for an hour, Such 
is the manner in which our time is trifled 
with ; and, as we mérely get one lecture a 
week, (cecasionally two,) [ leave you to 
judge, what sapient young wen we sliall bé 
in the obstetric art, When we are lét loose on 
the world. These are the only remarks I 
have to make at present; but sliould no 
amendment take place for the iniprovemént 
of the poor fellows who enter next season, 
ou shall heat from me again, with some 
‘acts of more importance. 
Iam, Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 
A Purit of rhe Ween Sinker Scnoot, 


Tuesday, April 28, 1829. 
a 


QUININE IN INTERMITTENT FEVER.—=FLUs 
IDITY OF THE BLOOD. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancers 


Sin.—A Correspondent in No. 29%, men- 
tions the good effects 6f quinine with cap- 
sicum ; 1 can assure hittt the combination is 
latgely used in my neighbourhood. Some 
of my medical friends use tlie sulphas ferri 
with the quinine and capsicum, and I can 
vouch for its good effects in old debilitated 
subjects. I may observe, there is a sug- 
gestion in your Ciimeapanton ‘8 communica- 
tion, for which we are indebted to him, if 
it be correct; viz. the small quantity of 
quinine which he uses per diem, Will he 
aver, that the four graius of quinine, with 
eight of capsicum, given during the inter- 
mission, will preveat a recurrenve of the 
patoxysm, 

I ean confidently affirm, that I have adopt- 
ed Dr. Mackintosh’s treatment of bleeding 
in the cold stage with the most decided ad- 
vantage, and I believe it to be the only safe 
mode of treatment (previous to administer- 
ing the quinine) in strong muscular sub- 
jects, where there is congestion. I do con- 
sider it most desirable when called to a pa- 
tient who is shaking violently, to abstract @ 
few ounces of blood from the arm, when 
there shall be an immediate cessation of 
shaking, and the patient shall feel in a glows 
ing comfortable state, and be without the 
succeeding fever and perspiration. It is 
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most desirable to put an immediate stop to 
the paroxysm, if there be nothing else 
gained, (although that is not a question 
where there is congestion,) and the quinine 
can be given afterwards to prevent a return. 
I have been asked, whether the relief ob- 
tained be adequate to the loss of blood. Such 
an interrogater will not hastily become a 
Sangrado. 
I am your constant reader, 
Rozert Ramaceway, M.D. 

Lincolnshire, April 28, 1829. 


[At the London Medical Society on April 
6th, a great deal of discussion took place 
relative to the fluidity of blood in cases of 
sudden death. Itseems apity thatso much 
time as to the question of fluidity should 
occupy the talented members. Dr.W alshman 
states, that “‘ if the living principle of the 
blood be instantaneously destroyed, coagu- 
lation and rigidity cannot take place.”” How 
is that to be known? Why not say there is 
an excess of vitality retained? It is easy 
to make assertions, otherwise Dr. Gregory 
would not have said that baffy blood was 
the cause of disease; as to hunting the 
hare to death, it merely shows there are 
no rules without exceptions, save such as 
Tristram Shandy’s, ‘The following circum- 
stance attracted my notice a good deal at the 
time it occurred. A ‘“ game” hare was 
started in coursing, and an excellent grey- 
hound, of extraordinary fleetness, let go after 
her; the chase lasted some time, and when 
we reached them, the hare was dead and 
stiff, presenting the greatest possible ri- 
gidity ; the dog was rather more than fifty 
yards from the hare, and nearly dead too: 
the dog did not kill the hare, she died from 
exhaustion. Why was there rigidity of the 
muscles ?] 





HYDROPHOBI Ae 





To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 





CRANIA.—THE LOCHIA. 


would fix on him the stigma of quackery, and peas) 
he would lose the rank smong bis professional 
brethren, which I believe he has hitherto BILL 
ssed. Surely he cannot hesitate 4 ~ of 
moment. It may be, as ** T.G.” supposes, Schools 


a case of hysteria, for the diseases are often 
so similar as to puzzle many medical men, 
Iam, Sir, yours very truly, 
Mepicau Puen, 













May 3d, 1829, 





BLISTERS IN PERIODICAL HEMICRANIA, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer, 


Str,—Having had lately several cases of 
periodicel hemicrania under my care, which 
resisted the usual mode of treatment, I was 
induced, in order to remove or palliate s 
distressing a malady, to try the effect of 
blisters applied to the abdomen during the 
fit, the result of which has exceeded my most 
sanguine expectations. If the blister be 
applied during the paroxysm, I have inve 
tiably found it either remove the fit, orma- 
terially shorten its duration. 

Knowing your willingness to insert any 
thing calculated to improve the profession 
of which you are so distinguished a member, 








Str,—In a late number of a periodical 
publication, a letter was addressed to the | 
editor by a correspondent signing himself; 
“ T.G.” complaining of the non-publica- | 
tion of the particulars of a case of hydropho- 
bia, which occurred to a. Mr. Hicks, which | 
Mr. Hicks professes to have cured. 1 have | 
since been anxiously looking for Mr. Hicks's | 
statement, but he has taken no notice of it. , 
I shall, therefore, beg the insertion of these | 


few lines in one of your earliest numbers, | admirably exemplified. 


that Mr. Hicks may not have the opportu- | 
nity of saying he did not see any Jetter on 
the subject. Mr. Hicks must be aware, 
that an advertisement in a newspaper of a/| 
cure for hydrophobia, peculiar to himself, 


I was induced to transmit to you an account ff Seretary | 
of the above successful mode of treatment, 
Iam, Sir, yours respectfully, And whe 
Forpes Warstom, oe ¢ 
Bright Walton, Berks, Prineipal § 
April 28, 1829. the Home | 
every year, 
byan instrt 
hot t 
daring the 
for the diss: 
SUPPRESSION OF THE LOCHIAs vhom shal! 
oa —. and 
To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. the London 
Str,—Will you allow me to inquire reeme 
through the medium of your Journal, whe- § New Comm: 
ther the ergot of rye when exhibited inf} 4.4, ;, 
cases of lingering labour, has not a tendency i 
to suppress the lochia, In two cases in ff #e, or shal 
which [ gave it, there was no lochial dis- +N ol 
charge. 1am by no means certain, that the ins'oe 
ergot was the sole cause of its suppression; § who shall ¢ 
but stating this fact, I am anxious to inquire pe Soey th 
of those whose experience enables them § yinin i 
give information on the subject, whether 
this circumstance is attributable to the § .. Commi 
action of the above valuable medicine. 109 Ana be it 
the cases to which I allude, the power of the sali bold § 
ergot in inducing uterine contraction wi on > 
theep Dis 
I am, Sir, ane 
Your obedient servant, = hat ~p 
Hebden Bridge, Yorkshire, ee onie’c 
May 4th, 1829, fat shall 
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DISINTERMENT AND ANATOMY BILL. 


1 BILL ti preventing the Unlawful Disinter- 
sent of Human Bodies, and for Regulating 


Schools of Anatomy. 


Note—The words printed in italics are proposed 
“es to be inserted in the Committes.}" r 





Pramble.— Persons disinterring Humen Bodies, 
liable to fine and imprisonment. 


Waereas it 1s expedient to make some fur- 
tier provision for the prevention of the unlaw- 
fl disinterment »f Human Bodies; be it therefore 
enacted phe King’s most excellent Majesty, by 
ud with the advice and consent of the Lords Spi- 
Temporal, and C , in this present 
Pwliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
ame, That if any nm not duly authorised by 
lw s0 to do, shall disinter, or aid or assist in the 
thinterment of any human body in any charch- 
mol, burial-ground, or vault in any church, or 
sull, by digging or otherwise, disturb the ground 
@any grave in any charchyard or burial-ground, 
« into vault or any church for the pur- 
pose of disinte: any human body, or shall re- 
or aid or assist in the removing of any human 

body any churchyard, barial-ground, or vault 
church, knowing the same to have been un- 
disinterred, every such person shall be 
pT offence against this Act, and shall, upon 
ion thereof, be imprisoned in the common 

fal, or house of correction of the county or place 
wherein he shall be tried, with or without hard ta- 
bour, at the discretion of the Court, for a term not 
eweeeding, for the first offence, six months, and 


for the second offence two years. 
Seeretary of State to appoint Commissioners for 
licensing Schools of Anatomy. 

And whereas it is expedient to provide for the re- 
gilation of schools of anatomy, be it therefore 
etacted, That it shall be lawful for his Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for the time being jor 
the Home Department, on the first day of July in 
every year, or within tex days then next following, 
byan instrument under his hand and seal, to app >int 
hot fewer than seven persons to be Commissioners 
during the space of one year, for licensing Schools 
for the dissection of humaa bodies, the majority of 
¥hom shal! not be physicians, surgeons, nor apothe- 
caries, and the said retary of State shall cause 
the names of such Commissioners to be published in 

: nm Gazette within ten days after their ap- 
pointment. 

New Ci 8 to be app on any y 


And be it enacted, That as often as any of the 
to be appointed as aforesaid shal! 

die, or shall refuse or become unable to act, it shall 
te lawful for the said Secretary of State, by an 
sent under his hand and seal, to appoint a 
sioner in the room of every C issi 
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cary, shall constitute a Say and if on any of 
the days above mentioned, a quorum of the said 
Commissioners shall not be present, then the quar- 
terly meeting shall take place on the next succeed- 
ing Monday,and so on weekly, until a qaorum shall 
be assembled, and that such quorum at every such 
quarterly meeting, shall have — adjourn such 
meeting from time to time as they shall see jit, 


May hold other Meetings. 


And be it enacted, That besides the said quar- 
terly meetings, it shall be lawful for the said Com- 
missioners, as often as they shall think fit, to 
assemble themselves for the purpose of executing 
the several matters by this Act intrusted to them, 
notice being in every such case given seven days at 
least before the intended meeting, by some two or 
more of the said Commissioners 1c which number 
one at least shall not be a physician, surgeon, or 
a ecary) under their hands, to the clerk of the 

a , soquising tian ¢ omesting 
of the said Commissioners, and thereupon the said 
clerk shall summon the Commissioners three days 
at least before such intended meeting. 





Te choose a Chairman, 


And be it enacted, That at all meetings of the 
said Commissioners, the majority of those present 
shall choose a Chairman, and t in deci all 
questi the decision of the majority of the Com- 
missioners present, shall be the decision of the 
meeting; but that in case of an equality of votes, 
the Chairman shall have a second, or casting vote. 





Appointment of Treasurer and Clerk. 


And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for his 
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the time 
being for the Home tment, by an instrument 
under his band and » to appoiut, during plea- 
sure, @ fit person to be treasurer and clerk to the 
said Commissioners, and to allow such person for 
his trouble, such salary as such Secretary of State 
shall think reasonable. 


Persons applying for Licenses to give Notice, 


And be it enacted, That every party who shall 
apply for a license to keep a dissecting School, shall 
give notice to the clerk for the time being of the 
said Commissioners, eight weeks, at least, prior to 
any of the quarterly meetings of the said Commis- 
sioners ; and every such notice shall set forth the 
christian and surname, the —- and place of 
abode of the applicant, and whether the applicant 
applies on his own behalf, or on behalf of any other 
person or persons, and shall accurately state the 
situation of the building or room intended for such 
dissecting school. 


License to be under the hands and seals of Com- 
missioners.—Fee for License. 


And be it enacted, That every license to be grant- 
ed by the said Commissioners, shall be under the 
hands and seals of three or more of the said Com- 
issi , of whom one, at least, shall not be a 





who shall die, or shall refuse or become unable to 
ec Sry the name of every Commissioner so ap- 

, Shall be published in the London Gazette 
Within ten days after his appointment. 


.» Commission to hold Quarterly Meetings. 


And be it enacted, ‘That the said Commissioners 
shall bold F ape ad meetings on the fr Monduy 
inthe months of January, April, July, and Octo- 
berin each year, fur the purpose of granting licenses 
to Dissecting Schools to the persons applying 
forthe same as hereinafter directed, and for exectt- 
ing the other powers entrusted to them by this Act ; 
id that at all such quarterly or other meetings to 


a held by the said Commissioners, three or more 
the said Commissioners, of whiel) number one at 
ast shail not be @ physician, surgeon, or apothe- 





physician, surgeon, or apothecary, and shall be 
made out by their clerk ; and every license to keep 
a dissecting school, shall contain the particulars 
hereinbefore directed to be set forth in the notice, to 
be given by every applicant for such a license, and 
shall not be ted, or continue in force, for a 
longer period than thirteen calendar months ; and 
for every such license for keeping a dissecting 
school, there shall be - by the party receiving 
the same to the said clerk, the sum of five pounds. 


Licenses of Persons dying, §c., to be void. 


Provided always, and be it enacted, Th st in case 
any party to whom a license to keep a dis «c'inz 
school shall have been granted, sbal! die, or become 
inca of ng such dissecting school, if any 
other party shall forthwith report the same to the 
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clerk of the said Commissioners, and shall at the ; the said Commissioners, or to any person 
same time give such notice of applying for a new | authority of such party, so lopg as 

Jieense to himself, in respect of such schvol as is | remain in force under sach regula’ ’ 
hereinbefore required, then such former license shall | prescribed by the rules and orders of the said Com- 
euntinue in force for the protection of the appli , | missi , to receive from or by order of any of 
as keeper of such dissecting school, autil the deter- | the persoys hereipafter authorised to deliver up the 
mination of the Commissioners as to such new li- | same, any such human body as is hereinafter per. 
cense. mitred to be delivered up, and to remove such 


. oo | body from the place of delivery to the place ap. 
Sreretary of State to appoint Visitors. | pointed for disevetion in the license to such party 
ry} be it voariat, That & shell be lowtel for granted, and there to dissect the same. 
such Secretary of State, if he shal! see to ap- | P oe be 
point any of the said C mmissioner eum istion | The bodies of Persons unclaimed, dying ™ any 
fs, or any otber person or persons, to be visitor or Hospital or Workhouse, may be delivéred for 
visitors, for the purpose of inspecting and inquiring | dissectiov.— When such Bodies are claimed jo 
into the state of any school or place of dissection! burial, uot to be delivered for dissection— 
lwensed by virtue of this Act, and of reporting! Bodies not to be delivered when so requested by 
by ren bree Reoretary of s rte, and eve —_ Relatives. 
visitor s ¢ paid such sum of money for his) ang be it further enacted, That when q 
. i ’ 
treet, 08 ta such Secretary of State shall @PPear | son shall die during imprisonment in any on A pt 
reasopayic. | shall die in any hospital or workh Hy } 
Visitors not to be Keepers or Teachers at Schools jo 4 of such ers not be eae 
Provided always, aud be it enacted, That po shall not be otherwise provided for by law, itshall 
person shall be appointed a Commissioner or Visi- be lawful for the party having the custody of the 
tor under this Act, who shall keep or be a teacher person so dying in prison as aforesaid, for the 
at any dissecting sch«ol; and if any person after y having the eare of the person dying in any 
his eam, shall keep ar become a teacher at pocpatal or workhouse as aforesaid, to deliver up 
any diss eting school, his appointment shall thence- | the body of such person to any duly licensed 
farth cease, and it shall not be lawful for him to) under this Act, or to the authorised agent of such 
act as such Commissioner ar Visitor. |pariy: Provided always, That if within seventy. 
Deis Visit |¢we hours after the death of any such person as 
‘awers of Visitors, |aforesaid, any person shall attend to remove the 
And be it enaeted, That it shall be lawful for | bedy, and there shali be sufficient reason to believe 
every such Visitor, by summons, in writing, to ye- | that such body, if delivered to sueh person, will be 
uire any person to appear befae him, to give evi- | by him duly burie@ and not delivered up for dissec. 
Tose touching any matters relating to the execn- | tion, the same shall be delivered up to the person so 
tion of this Act, and to examine such person upon | attending as aforesaid: And provided also, That 
oath touching sach matters, which oath such Visitor if within the said period of seventy-two hours, any 
is hereby guthorised to administer; and if any per- | person representing himself to be a relative. of the 
son shail, after tender to him of such sum, as may | deceased, shall request that such body may not be 
he reasouahly required to pay the expenses neces- | delivered up to be dissected, and there is sufficient 
sary for his appearing, neglect to appear before | reason to believe that the person making such re- 
anch Visitor pursuant to such summons, without | quest is really a relative of the deceased, and 90 
assigning some reasonable excuse for not appear- | nearer relative has made any request to the ¢con- 
ing, er if. any person appearing shall refuse to be | trary, such body shall not be delivered up for dis- 
sworn, or tobe «xamined as aforesaid, every per- | section, 
son so odegding shal! forfeit any sum not exceeding Act not to prevent the holding Inquests. 


Sty pounds. 
. as . Provided always, and be it farther enacted, That 
Visitors may visit at all times. j nothing herein contained shall prevent the due 
And be it enacted, That it shall be lawfy) for) holding fe inquests by the coroners, 1+ that in all 
any Commissioner or Visitor to be appointed by , ©a5¢s where a corover’s laquest may necessary, 
virtue of this Act, to visit at any the, any school "0 body shell be deltyered up by virtue of this Act, 
} d place for dissection, to be licensed by virtue of | Until such inquest has teen held. 
is Act. 
rept ‘ | Persons may bequeath their Bodies for dissection. 
Commissioners to mabe Rules for the regulation | And be it enacted, That if any person shall, during 
—— | his lifetime, by any iustrument in writing, attested 
And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful | by two or more witnesses, declare that he is desi- 
tor the said Commissioners from time to time to make | Fous that his body, after death, may be delivered up 
rules and orders for the regulation of schools and | for dissection, it shal) be lawlul tor the execaton, 
places for dissection licensed under this Act, a print- | administrators, or next of kin of every such 
ed copy whereof shall be delivered to every person | to deliver up, if they shall think fit, the ~ 
taking outa license under this Act, at the time of tak- | such person tor dissection ; provided that (Aree 
img out such license ; and that the said Commis-) previous to such delivery, they shall bere Or 
sloners shell cause correct minates of such rules and | notice to the overseers of the payish in whieh suc 
orders of their proceedia:s to be kept by their said | person died, of their intention so to deliver up the 
clerk, and that sueh clerk shall, on the first Mon-| body, and shall have sent tosuch overseers, 
day in the month of July in each year, lay before the with such notice, a copy of the instrument, decl- 
| 














Commissioners a full report of ali licenses for dissect- | ratory of the desire of the deceased, anda 


ing schools, by them in the preceding year granted, | signed by three or more physicians, sargeons oF 
and of all applications forlicenses by them in the same | apothecaries, that the deceased came fairly by bis 
year refused, and of all licenses of which in the same | Geath 


year they have recommended the suspension, revo- | “ ee . . 
cation, or non-renewal, and a transcript of sach | Commissioners may grant Special Licenses. 
report shall be transmitted by the clerk of the said And be it enacted, That if in aay case not here- 
Commissioners to bis Majesty's Principal Secre- | inbefore provided, any party shall be desirous of 
tary of State for the Home Department. | delivering up, and any party of receiving, 
: ; . human body for dissection, or if any party, 
Licensed Persons may receive certain Bodies for oe A : 
dissection, under the Orders of the Commissioners. owed pp ey yey bere the 
And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for any | said Commissioners, if they shall think fit, to grant 
party to-whom a license shall have been granted by | © Special license for any such purpose as aforesau, 
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for such license any sum not exceed - 


rs pons 


Certificate to be given with Bodies. 

And be it enacted, That every party receivin 
wy human body for Yissection, shall demand an 
teeive, together with the body, a certificate, s{at- 
ing at what hour, ou what day, in what month, and 
ip what year, by whom, or by whose authority, and 
fe whom, or of whose account, the hody was de- 
lvered up; the date and piace of death, the sex 
and (as far as ig known at the time) the christian 
md surname, parent’s age, trade or occupation, 
ind last place of abode of such person ; and the 
jarty delivermg up the body shall deliver and sign 
tuch certificate, and the party receiving the body 
all enter, ur cause to be entered, a copy of every 
such certifieate in a book, to be kept ‘by him for 

and — 


that purpose 5 party licensed under 
this Act shall produce such book, or a cepy thereol, 

extract therefrom, whenever required to do so 
ike said Commissioners. 


After dissection, Bodies to be decently buried. 


And be it enacted, That every party licensed un- | body af, any other place t 
} licence 


der this Act shall, afier dissection, at his own cost, 
taglose the remains of every body by him or by his 
athority dissected, in a separate coffin, and shall, 
ahisown cost, within twenty-one days after the 
teeipt of such body, decently bury, or cause tq be 
baried, the remains of the same, with the rites of 
@ristian byrial, or with such other funeral rites 
nd solemnities as accord with the religious creed 

the d d, or arec jn that part of 
te kingdom where such burial shall take place, 
aod shall cause entry to be mate in the parish re- 
gster of the parish where sueb burial shall take 
— of the name, age, and abode of the person 

ied, and of the date of the burial, and of the 
tame of the minister aflic.ating thereat. 
Licenses may be suspended or revoked.—Notice to 

be given of the same. 
And be it enacted, That if at any time the said 


Commissioners shall recommend to kis Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 





47 
B) 


gent for the time being, that any license granted 
by them to any party by virtue of this Act, should 
telore the expiratiog of such license be suspended 


fe atime, or revok 


ed altogether, or u - 

should not be renewed, it shall be lawful 
sweh Secretary of Ste, by an instrument under 
haad and seal, to be transmitted to such party, 
mspend for a time, or to revoke altogether, such 
leense, or to prohibit such party from having the 
‘ame renewed: Pravi always, That a written 
tetice of such recommendation shall be sent by the 
terk of the said Commissioners to such party four- 
ten days, at least, before the transmission thereof 
wwuch Secretary of State. 


Penalty for keeping Schools withant License. 


And be it enacted, That if any person, after the 
first day of October in the present year, shall keep 
‘school tor the dissection of human bodies, or 
stall knowingly permit disseetion to be taught or 

in any place to him belonging, without 
obtained a license for that purpose, in the 
mumerd.rected by this Act, every person so offend- 
ing sha!l forfeit a sum not exceeding one hundred 
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place not set forth in any license in foree, end by 
the said Commissioners granted, every person so 
offending shall forfeit a sum vot exceeding Afty 
pounds ; provided, that nothing herein contained 
shall be understood to extend to an examination 
| post-mortem of any human body required to be 
| made by legal authovity, or pe:mitied to be made by 
| the relatives of any deceased person, or in any 
hospital or hospitals, such examination being made 
at the place where the person died, 


Any Person not complying with regulations of 
Commigsioners, liable tu a Penalty. 


And he it enacted, That if any party licensed hy 
the said Commissiovers, or any per acting by 
authority of such party, shajl, alter the day last 
mentioned, knowingly receive, remove, or deliver 
up any human body, at any other time than shall be 
| Specitied in the rules and orders of said Com- 
| missioners, or shall receiye any haman body from 
any person not authorised by virtue of this Act to 
deliver human bodies aps or shall remove or de- 
liver any human body to, or receive any humag 

hen that set forth in the 
o such party GIARIEA, oF shall op any occa- 
| sion wesien'} expose any human subject to pablic 
| view, or shall receive any human body without such 
@ certificate as aforesaid, every such o shall 
forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty pounds. 





| 


Penally for neglecting to register Certificates, &c. 

And be it enacted, That ifany party hcensed by 
the said Commissioners shall, after the day last 
mentioned, on receiving any human body, neglect 


to register the certificate by him hereinbefore direct- 


ed to be taken, or shall wilfully make any false 


| entry in such register, or shall negleet or rejuse to 


produce to the said Commissioners, at their desire, 
the book of registry hereinbefore directed to be kept 
by such party, or a copy thereof or extract there- 
from, or shall, on burying the remains of any such 
body, wilfully neglect to register such burial in the 
register of the parish where such burial shall take 
place in the manner hereinbefore direct@#d, or shall 
wilfully make or cause to be made any false entry 
of such burial in any parish register, every party so 
offending shall forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty 
pounds. 


Penalty for omitting te bury Bodies after dis- 
section, 


And be it enacted, That if any party licensed by 
the said Commissioners shall, r the day last 
mentioned, omit to bury in the manner hereinbefore 
directed the remains of any human body y him or 
by his authority received for dissection or dissected, 
eyery such offender shall forfeit a sum not exceed- 
ing fifty pounds. 


Penalty for delivering Bodies to unlicensed Per- 
sons. 


And be it enacted, That from and after the day 
Jast-mentioned, if any person having authority by 
virtue of this Act to deliver ap human bodies for 
dissection, shall deliver such up to any party not 
licensed to receive bodies for dissection, every 
such person shall forfeit a sum not exceeding 
twenty pounds, 


Penally on Witnesses not attending. 





Penalty for removing Bodies without a License. 


Aad be it enacted, That if any person shall, after | 
theday last mentioned, knowingly receive, remove, | 
or possess any human body with a view to 
mection, without a license from the said Com- 
Sisioners, or without the authority of a person 
laring such a license, every person so offending, 


And be it enacted, That if any person duly sum- 
moned to attend as a witness in any proceeding 
under this Act shall wilfally and without sufficient 
cause neglect or refuse to attend, or if he shall 
attend and shall refuse to be sworn to give evi- 
dence, every such person shall, for every such 
offence, forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty pounds. 





hall forfeit a sum not exceeding fA/ty pounds. 


Penalty for dissecting at unlicensed Places.—Act | 
Rot (o extend lo an examination post-mortem, 
4ad be it enacted, That if any person shall, after | 

te day last mentioned, dissect a haman body at any | 


Commissioners may sue for Penalties. 


And be it enacted, That it shall and may be law- 
ful for the said Commissioners, in the name of their 
clerk, or for any other person or persons, to sue for 
the penalties and forfeitures granted by this Act. 
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Fees for Licenses to go towards expenses of Act. 


And be it enacted, That all monies to be received 
for any licenses to be granted by virtue of this Act, 
shall retained by the clerk to:the said Com- 
missioners, and such monies any expenses 
that may be incurred in the execution of this Act 
shall, upon the order of the said Commissioners, be 
paid, and such clerk of the Commissioners shall 

eep a true account of all such receipts and dis- 
bursements, and shall at all times exbibit such 
account to the said Commissioners when required 
by them 0 to do, and Cause up such account 
to the thirtieth of June in each year, and such 
yearly account, when examined and approved by 
the said Commissioners, shall be signed by taree or 
more of them, and shall then be transmitted by 
such clerk to the Lords Commissioners of his 
a treasury, who shall thereupon, if they 
shall think fit, direct the balance, if any, that may 
be in the hands of such clerk, to be paid into the 
Sa to the t of the lidated fand 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Tre- 
land, but if there shall be a balance due to such 
clerk, it be lowful for the Lords Commission- 
ers of his Maj s Treasury, or three or more of 
por ped cause ¢ salond sum to heed = 
paid time to time out of any "money in the 
chequer applicable to the growiny produce of the 
Consolidated Fund. 





Recovery of Penalti 


And be it enacted, That all and every the 1- 
ties and forfeitures En ay by this Act, shall and 
for, 





may be prosecu and recovered in man- 
ner following ; ( is to say) if such penalties 
and forfeitures be incurred in England, before any 


two or more justices of the peace acting in and for 
the city, town, county, riding, or division, within 
which the offence shell have been committed ; and 
such justices are hereby authorized to summon the 
person complained of before them, or upon com- 
ome on @th, to issue their warrant for the appre- 
ension of any such person, and upon the appear- 
ance or non-appearance of such person, pursuant 
to such summons, or upon such person being ap- 
prebended and brought before them upon such 
warrant, to hear and determine such offence, and 
u conviction of any person such justices shall 
adjudge such person to bave forfeited, and to pay 
any sum of money in their discretion, not exceed- 
ing the utmost ity or forfeiture imposed by this 
Act, for the offence of which such party shall be 
found guilty, and may issue a warrant, under their 
hands and seals, for levying the sum adjudged by 
them to have been forfeited and to be paid for such 
offence, together with the costs attending the in- 
formation and conviction, by distress and sale of the 
‘oods and chattels of the person convicted, and the 
everpius, if any, after sach penalties, forfeitures 
and the charges upon such sale are deducted shall 
be returned, upon demand, to the owner of such 
and chattels; and in case such penalties 

and forfeitures shall not be paid forthwith upon 
conviction, then it shall be lawfal for such justices 
to order the offender so convicted, to be detained 
and kept in custody of any table or other peace 
officer, until return can conveniently be made to 
such warrant of distress, unless the offender shall 
give sufficient security, to the satisfaction of sach 
justices, for his appearance before such justices, 
on such day or days as shall be appointed for the re- 








tura of such warrant of distress, such day or days | 
not being more than seven days from the time of | 
taking any such security, and which security the | 
said jastices are y empowered to take, by 
way of recognizance or otherwise ; but if, upon re- | 
tarn of sach warrant, it shail appear that no suffi- 
cient distress can be bad thereupon, and the same 
shall not be forthwith paid, or im case it shali ap- | 
pear by the fession of the otfend or otherwise, | 
that the offender hath not suilicient goods and chat. | 
tels whereon such penalties ad forfeitures, costs 
and charges, may be levied, were a warrent of dis- 
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ustices of the peace as aforesaid, and they are 
thori and required, by warrant under 

their and seals, to commit such offender to 
the common or house of correction of the city, 
town, county, or division, where the offender 
shall be or reside, t to remain, without bail or 
not exceeding three calendar 


ee ae 
months, unless sach penalties 
reasonable charges attending the 

sooner paid and satisfied; and all 
and itare 


and conviction shall be paid, ene half thereof to 
clerk of the said Commissioners for defraying 
expenses to be disb din ti 
Act, and the other Aaif to the treasurer or 
officer of some hospital or infirmary, situate 
county or place where the conviction shall 
place, or to og Berd hospital or 
named by his Majesty’s pal 
State for the Home Department. 
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Recovery in Scotland. 


And be it further enacted, That if such penalties 
or forfeitures be incurred in Scotland, they shall 
prosecuted for and recovered with expenses in 
sheriff's court, at the instance of any person w 
will prosecute for the same in a summary 
without the pleadings or evidence being 
into writing, and when recovered sliall be 
of in the same manner as is above provided, 
regard to such forfeitures in England. 


Appeal. 


And be it enacted, That any person or persons 
thinking himself aggrieved by any order or judg- 
ment of any justice or justices of the peace made in 
England or Wales in pursuance of this Act, may, 
within four calendar months after such order or 
jadgment shall be made or given, appeal to the 
general or quarter sessions of the peace, to be held 
in and for the county wherein the offence shall be 
committed, the person or persons appealing having 
first given at least fourteen days’ clear notice in writ- 
ing Com, appeal, stating the natare and matter 
thereof to the person or persons appealed against, 
and forthwith after such notice entering into a re- 
cognizance before some justice of the same county, 
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Pgh om and to abide the order and award of 
the said court thereupon; and the justices assem- 
bled at such sessions, upon due proot of sach notice 
and recognizance having been given and entered 
into, shall, in a summary way, hear and determine 
such appeal at such general or quarter sessions of 
the peace, or if they think proper adjourn the 
hearing thereof until the next gy or quarter 
sessions of the peace to be held for the 3aid county, 
and if they see cause may mitigate 
or fines, and may order any money to 
which shall have been levied i , 
an ee and y en ee 
ons said justices at such general or 
sessions shall oe final, binding, and ph om 
upon ail parties, to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever. 


Commencement of Actions. 


And be it enacted, That if any action or suit 
shall be commenced or brought against any person 
for any thing done in pursuance of this Act, the 
same shall be commenced within siz. calendar 
months next after the fact committed, and shail be 
laid or t in the county where the cause of 
action shall bave arisen, and not eleowbere; ant 
the defendant in every such action or sait, 
may at his election plead — or 
issue, Not Guilty, and give this Actand 
matter in evidence, at any trial tobe bad 
and that the same was dane in pursuance 
the authority of this Act. 
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DISEASE OF THE AORTA.—THE PULSE. 


Interpretation of Act. 


m order to remove doubts, as to the meaning 
certain words in this Act, be it enacted, That the 
word ** parish”’ shall be deemed to include any 
tewoship, bamlet, vill, tithing, extra-parochial 
or place maintaining its own poor; and that 
word “* workhouse ” shal) be deemed to include 
poor-house, house of industry, charity, work-house, 
or boarding-house, for the poor ; and that the word 
“overseers” shall be deemed to include overseer 
and Kirk session; and that the word “ hospital” 
shall be deemed to include infirmary, asylum, house 
refuge, or other institution for the reception and 
treatment of sick, maimed, lunatic, or destitute per- 
sons; and that the words“ and party” shall 
be respectively deemed to include any pumber of 
persons; and that the meaning of the aforesaid 
words shall not be restricted, although the same 
may be subsequently re to in the singular 
nomber and masculine gender only. 


Act not to extend to Ireland. 
And be it farther enacted, That nothing in this 
Act contained shall extend to Ireland. 
Commencement. 


be it farther enacted, That this Act shall 
and take os, comet in the cases 
herein provided for, from and after the 
of July in the present year, and not 





LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
May 4th, 1829. 


‘ ntiitl 
“Mr. Can.caway, President, in the Chair. 


Disease of the Semilunar Valves of the 
Aorta.—State of the Pulse in Diseases 
of the Heart.—Tying of the Subclavian 
Artery in a case of Fungus Hematodes.— 
Specimen of a diseased Stomach, 


Jw Minutes of the last meeting were 


Mr. Crarxr produced a specimen of dis- 
ease of the semilunar valves of the aorta, 
very much resembling that produced on the 

er evening by Dr. Ramadge.’ The 
rom which the specimen had been 
taken, was that of a gentleman of the age 
of 56. On the 29th April last he had 
eaten too heartily at dinner, and about seven 
im the evening took tea. Soon afterwards 
he retired from his room for the purpose of 
relieving his bowels, and was immediately 

ard to fall on the floor. Mr. Briant, a 
neighbouring medical mun, was sent for, 
and arrived without delay. He found the 
Pulse neoniy extinct, aud the patient com- 

great pain in the chest; he 
Yomited freely, and very speedily appeared 
10 get well again. He evacuated the ‘con- 
tents of the rectum, and Mr. Clarke arrived 
s00n afterwards. Found the pulse feeble, 
and the patient continuipg to cowplain of 
great puin in the chest. Gave a draught, 
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containing ammonia, and the patient expired 
in a quarter of an hour afterwards. On exe 
amining the body afier death, the spleen 
was converted, in a great degree, iuto a 
substance very similar to cartilage. The 
other abdominal viscera were healthy. Jn 
the chest the pleura pulmonalis and cos- 
talis was adherent to the surrounding pa- 
rietes. The lungs healthy in structure, but 
gorged with blood, so as to prevent the 
ingress of the usual quantity of atmospbe- 
ric air iuto their cells. ‘The heart remark- 
ably flaccid. The aortic valves diseased, by 
which the three had been thrown into one, 
with a considerable quantity of ossific depo- 
sition init; the blood principally in a fluid 
state. The brain presented no particular 
appearance. The author attributed the pri- 
mary cause of death to the stomach, which 
having been overloaded might be supposed 
to have pressed on the heart, afterwards 
producing syncope, which was followed by 
dissolution. 

In reply to questions by several mem- 
bers, the author stated that he bad only 
felt the pulse after the exhibition of the 
ammonia ; it then beat regularly, but hardly 
perceptibly. The patient had had no cough, 
ner was there more frothy mucus in the 
air cells of the lungs than usual. The pa- 
tient had suffered great misfortunes, and 
been a very sensible man, which had in- 
duced the author to suspect that there 
might be disease of the heart; but during a 
year and a half’s attendance on him he could 
ascertain nothing in the state of the pulse 
to lead to the conclusion that there was. 
He had never known him to faint, except 
on one occasion, when he bled him for an 
attack of pleuritis. y 

The Presrpent thought it was a ques- 
tion of great importance, whether there 
were not conditions of the pulse which 
would enable practitioners to ascertain with 
accuracy, in cases of disease of the heart, 
or great vessels, in what particular part of 
the heart, or vessels, that disease was situ- 
ated, and the precise nature of it. He 
thought it a subject worthy of discussion, 

Dr. Ramapce did not place much re- 
liance on the condition of the pulse in dis- 
eases of the heart or aorta. In the case he 
had brought before the Society, the pulse 
was regular, and did not exceed 70: The 
radial pulse was not synchronous with the 
action of the heart. 

Mr. Procror - thought the President’s 
question of vitalimportance. He liad never 
known death take place where there was 
disease of the heart, without that disease 
having been indicated by the state of the 
pulse at some time or other; it did not fol- 
low that there should be a continuation of 
the irregularity of the pulse.. The state 
of the digestive organs, and particularly the 
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condition of the liver, would often affect 
the circulation, and disease of the heart 
never proceeded without producing its effect, 
on some occasions, at the wrist. General 
bloodletting in these cases sometimes did 
good, but he had never seen the application 
of six leeches produce any such marked 
effect as Dr. Ramadge seemed inclined to 
attribute to the application of half a dozen 
leeches, in the case he had related. 

Mr. Ktnopon knew no organ 60 likely 
to cause a derangement of the circulation 
as the stomach. 
possible for the left ventricle of the heart 
to be irregular, and yet to suppose that the 
arteries had so much power of modification 
as to cause the pulsation at the wrist to be 
regular. 

Dr. Uwins was sceptical on the general 
doctrine of the pulsation ; there was a great 
deal of theoretical refinement in it, unsup- 
ported by practical experience. He could 
hardly conceive it possible for any part of 
the heart to be diseased without rendering 
the whole pulsatory system irregular; but 
it had always appeared to him impossible 
to ascertain, from the state of the pulse, 
what part of the heart was diseased. It 
was too customary to attribute structural 
diseases of various parts to a disordered 
state of the chylopoietic viscera. 

Dr. Srewanrr observed, that a great deal 
had been written of late, particularly by 
French authors, upon the pulsation ; on the 
whole, those writings discouraged the idea 
that, in diseases of the heart, the pulsation 
at the wrist accorded with the action of the 
heart; the action of the heart might be 
intermittent without causing irregularity of 
the pulse. 


Mr. Baxer, surgeon of the Newcastle In- 
firmary, and a corresponding member of the 
Society, transmitted a case of considerable 
length, which was read by Mr. Jones, act- 
ing as secretary, in whieh a tumour grew 
from the right axilla, extending to a con- 
siderable distance around the head of the 
humerus, and in which the subclavian ar- 
tery was tied, under an impression that it 
was acase of aneurism ; it proved, however, 
to be a case of fungus hematodes. In ashort 
time after tying the artery the tumour be- 
came less, and the patient, a girl 18 years 
of age, appeared to recover ; but the disease 
speedily assumed a more serious aspect, and 
amputation at the shoulder joint was pro- 
posed; to this the patient refused to submit, 
and in a few days she died, On examina- 
tion it was ascertained, that the sac of the 
tumour was generally ossified, resembling a 
bony net-work, and was filled with coagu- 
lated blood. The head of the humerus was 
separated from the bone. The glenoid cavity 


In his opinion, it was im- |i 














FUNGUS HZ MATODES.=SCIRRHUS? 


exhibited no morbid appearances, from 
which it was inferred that early amputation, 
at the shoulder joint, in all probability, would 
have been attended with success. The liga. 
tures had effected their object, inasmuch as 
the obliteration of the subclavian artery had 
taken place for at least an inch in length, 

The Presipent was sure the Society 
would feel obliged to this gentleman for his 
communication ; but, as in most cases com- 
municated by letter, there were points of 
oy meee omitted, on which, of course, no 
information (the author himself being ab- 
sent) could be obtained. 

Mr. Lioyp observed, that in the commus 
nication there was no mention whatever 
made of the state of the subclavian absor- 
bent glands. From what he could collect, 
the case was decidedly one of fungus hema: 
todes. What the author had termed the 
sac, he should have éalled the extended pe- 
riosteum of the bone. 

The Prestpenr thought much credit was 
due to the author for having tied the artery, 
inasmuch as the stoppage of circulation 
through the large vessel, which seemed to 
have fed the disease, had for a time caused 
a diminution of the tumour. 

Mr. Gossett doubted the propriety of fol- 
lowing such an exemple, for even in this 
case it had produced what he really should 
describe as no advantage, In another case, 
which he recollected, where the knee was, 
enlarged in a similar manner, the femoral 
artery was tied, which seemed to aggravate 
the disease. Amputation in a month after- 
wards was performed, and at that time the 
artery bled as freely as if it had never been 
tied, thus showing that the operation of tying 
the artery produced no beneficial ¢ 
These tumours, too, were fed, he beliéved, 
not by principal trunks, but chiefly by 
branches 


ee 


Mr. Dryspate exhibited a scitrhous sto- 
mach, which had been taken from a subject 
in a dissecting room. In the same subject 
the lungs were diseased; a calculus was 
found in the ureter; the subject had had 
hydrocele, and seemed to be about 70 years 
of age, but no history of the disease bad 
been obtained. Mr. Catpue regatded this 
specimen of scirrhus stomach as so beautiful, 
that he wished to present it to the College 
of Surgeons. 

After it had been handed round the room, 
the Presipznt, Mr. Lioyp, Dr. Ramanck, 
and some others, expressed their decided 
opitiion that there was uothing cafcindma- 
tous about it ; it was simply an iostance of 
chronic inflammation of the mucous mem: 
brane and muscular coat of the stomach. 
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THE LANCET. 
London, Friday, May 15, 1829. 


—_—S 


Aw accurate copy of the ‘ Unlawful dis- 
interment and School of Anatomy Bill,” 
will be found at page 205 of this day’s 
Lancet. This Bill was read a first time on 
Tuesday, May 5, and a second reading was 
appointed for the Friday following. On that 
evening it was postponed to the noxt Mon- 
day; from Monday it was again put off to 
Wednesday, and on the evening of that day, 
when the Speaker called upon Mr. War- 
svrton to proceed, there heing at the time 
aily twenty-six members in the House, that 
gentleman postponed the further conside- 
tition of the Bill to ruts eventno, Friday, 
May the 15th. 

After having bestowed much attention 
upon this document ; after having duly con- 
sidered its principles, and well examined 
che machinery of its details ; we do not hesi- 
tate to avow our belief, that if the Bill be- 
come part and parcel of the law of the land, 
it will fail to produce any of the desirable 
effects which its promoters seem to antici- 
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ples, and more simple in its details, than the 
Bill now before us. The first thing which 
strikes us asa fatal objection to this docu- 
ment, is the omission of a clause for the re- 
peal of the statute, which consigns the 
bodies of murderers to dissection. Public 
prejudice against the practice of dissection 
must and will exist, so long as this ineffec- 
tual, absurd, and barbarous enactment, shall 
be allowed to disgrace our statute-book. 
The people naturally ask, ‘‘ if dissection be 
not a punishment and a degradation of the 
last degree of severity, why should it be 
inflicted on the bodies of the worst of cri- 
minals?” And again, they ask, ‘if dis- 
section be a punishment and a degrada- 
tion, on what principle of humanity or of 
justice, is it to be inflicted by Act of Par- 
liament on the bodies of the innocent and 
unoffending poor?” Who, having the cus- 
tody of unclaimed bodies, will submit them 
to the process of dissection, whilst that 
process is idered by the legislature of 
the country, as a punishment to be visited 
only upon the bodies of the most heartless 
and cold-blooded of criminals ? 

Let it not be understood that we view 
dissection as a puvishment and a degrada- 





pate. Experience warrants us in asserting, | tlon. On the contrary, we regard it as an 
sad with much confidence, that if this Bill | operation on the dead, necessary for the 
become an Act of Parliament, it will neither | benefit of the living ; on this account it is, 
facilitate the study of anatomy, put a stop that wé have invariably endeavoured to re- 
to the disgusting system of exhumation, nor| move the obstacles that have opposed the 
prevent the murder of human beings for the | cultivation of anatomy ; and regarding, as we 
price of their corpses. always have done, the dissection of crimi- 
‘The question to which this Bill relates, nals as one of the great sources of prejudice 
has given rise to so much discussion ; the|in the public mind on this subject, we have 
inquiry before the Committee of Anatomy ever insisted on the necessity of repealing 
was so complete in all its parts; the calti- that statute which consigns the bodies of 
vation of the science of Anatomy, is of such murderers to dissection. In doing this, we 
vast importance to the interests of mamkind, “have, on no occasion, lost sight of public 
and the difficulties of obtaining the requisite | security; we have been, and are, firmly 
materials for thet study, bad led to such’ persuaded, that no mau’s hand was ever yet 
horrible atrocities,—-no less thun the murder, deterred from the shedding of human blood, 
on one spot, of fifteen human beings for the by the fear of dissection after death. 

value of theirbodies,—that we had expecteda! Who, having the least knowledge of hu- 
Measure, founded on more enlarged princi-| man nature, or of the motives which govern 

P? 
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human actions, can believe that the man 
who in cold blood can deliberately plunge 
his knife into the heart of an unoffending 
victim, wculd be deterred from striking the 
blow from a conviction that his own body 
would be mutilated, after it had become 
destitute of sensation. Such an assumption 
is too absurd to be deliberately met by 
argument. The dissection of criminals, in 
truth, has had no other effect than that of 
throwing almost insuperable obstacles in 
the way of cultivating human anatomy in 
this country. It has created in the public 
mind a bitter prejudice against the practice 
of dissection, because the people have been 
long taught to associate it with the severest 
of punishments, and the worst of crimes. 
On these grounds we confidently predict 
that neither this, nor any other Bill, if pass- 
ed into a law, will have the effect of facili- 
tating the study of anatomy, unless it also, 
provide for the repeal of that statute which 
consigns the bodies of murderers to dis- 
section, and thus disconnect the operations 
of the executioner and those of the anato- 
mist. 

Looking upon the omission, of which we 
have thus spoken, as a fatal obstacle to the 
success of the Bill, we shall not discuss its 
various clauses at any great length. It is 
questionable, indeed, whether the measure 
in its present shape will reach a third read- 
ing, even in the House of Commons; but, 
should it ultimately pass into a law, it will, 
we are convinced, be amended or repealed 
in the next session of Parliament. Under 
these circumstances, we look upon its suc- 
cess or failure in the House, with compara- 
tive indifference. 

The first clause refers to the unlawful 
disinterment of bodies, and provides an im- 
prisonment, not exceeding six ths, for 
the first offence, and for the second, two 
years. In this we cannot discover a greater 
security against the practice of exhumation, 
than that which the public possess: under 
the existing law. Resurrectionists are often 
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sentenced to several months’ imprisonment, 
when caught either on burial grounds, or 
with bodies in their possession which they 
had exhumed. Mzirarp, the superin- 
tendant of the dissecting room at S¢t, 
Thomas’s Hospital, was tried at the Old 
Bailey in the spring of 1823, for having been 
found with a spade and sack in his posses. 
sion on the burial ground of the London 
Hospital. He was found guilty, and sen- 
tenced to three months’ imprisonment and 
exercise at the treadmill, in the House of 
Correction, Cold Bath Fields. The poor 
fellow died in confinement before the ex- 
piration of his sentence. In the Morn- 
ing Chronicle of January 22, 1824, there is 
a report of the trial, at Durham, of a mem- 
ber of the College of Surgeons and a medi- 
cal student, for having taken a body from 
the Sunderland churchyard. They were, 
found guilty, and the Court sentenced them 
to three months’ hard labour in the House 
of Correction, And the more recent cases of 
Messrs. Hall and Davis, and Mr. William 
Cooke, of Exeter, raust be fresh in the re- 
collection of our readers, If, then, it be the 
intention of the legislature to entirely do 
away with the practice of exhumation, we 
believe that a much more severe punishment 
must be awarded to the offender, than a six 
months’ imprisonment, and, in our opinion, 
nothing short of seven years’ transporta- 
tion will effect the desired end. ; 

Even this quantum of punishment, we 
believe, would still be ineffectual, unless 
accompanied with a penalty equally se 
vere for the buying and selling of bodies. 
Tf the horrid traffic in human flesh be not, 
by some means or other, prevented, the 
churchyards will not be secure against the 
shovel of the midnight plunderer, nor the 
public against the dagger of the midnight 
assassin. Parliament should recollect, that 
the sale of a single body by the atrocious 
Burke, for the paltry sum of four guineas, 
led to the perpetration of no less than fifteen 
murders, If, then, the temptation of fout 
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guineas was stronger than the fear of the 
gillows, will not the temptation of eight or 
‘ten guineas be too strong for the fear of six 
months’ imprisonment? Is it uncommon 
for a man to risk the penalty of death, by 
plundering a field of a sheep, a booty 
which is of still less value? If for so trifling 
a sum he will encounter such a risk, can 
there be a doubt that he would hesitate to 
rob a churchyard with a prospect of more 
than double the gain, with probably less 
risk of detection, and a penalty, if detected, 
of an imprisonment not exceeding six 
months? But it may be objected, that the 
Bill provides against the disposal of bodies 
illegally obtained. That it does this to a 
certain extent, we are ready to admit ; but 
the clause on this head may be easily evad- 
ed, as time will show, if the Bill become a 
law. Further, the last clause but one in the 
bill is this :— 

“ And be it enacted, That nothing in this 
Act contained shall extend to Ireland.” 


Now should there, at any time, be a 
scarcity of subjects in the Irish Schools of 


Anatomy, can any man in his senses fail to 
believe, that the burial grounds of England 
would furnish them with a plentiful supply ? 
Would the fear of six months’ imprisonment 
deter the resurrectionist from embarking fn 
80 profitable a speculation, and would not 
the prospect of gain in that case, as it 
already has done, lead to the commission of 
murder? Why should Ireland hold out in- 
Vitations to the commission of such enormi- 
ties in this country? Is not Ireland a part 
of Great Britain? Why then should it be 
excluded from the operation‘of the proposed 
lw? We can tell the Legislature, that there 
will be no security against resurrectionists 
and murderers, until the traffic in human 
fesh is effectually put down. Let the 
buyer be subjected to the same punishment 
as the thief, and in neither case let that 
pinishment be less severe than transporta- 
tion for seven years. Infamous as were 
Burke and his associctes, the villains would 





not have destroyed their fellow-creatures 
merely for the pleasure of killing. The 
conduct of these wretches, and some others 
nearer home, has most clearly established 
the fact, that the security of the public de- 
pends upon the extinction of the trade in 
human flesh. The Bill, therefore, should 
effectually provide against the buying and 
selling of dead bodies. It is a practice 
which lessens the teacher in the estimation 
of the student, and induces the latter to 
view the labours of the former rather as a 
filthy source of profit, than as the cultivation 
of a useful and noble science. The student 
should only be subjected to such an expense 
for bodies as must necessarily arise from 
their conveyance to the dissecting-room, and 
the expenses of “ burying the remains,” 
The materials of such a science as anatomy, 
cannot be obtained too cheaply; and the 
man who shall reduce the present enor- 
mous expense of medical education, will ren- 
der a most essential service to his country. 
The second clause of the Bill provides, 
that the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, shall be empowered to appoint 
not fewer than seven commissioners for 
licensing Schools for the dissection of human 
bodies, the majority of whom shall not be 
medical men. These persons are to be em- 
powered to grant, or to revoke licenses, to 
examine witnesses on oath, levy penalties, 
&e. &c. This scheme, we understand, ori- 
ginated with the members of the Council of 
our College, and truly it is in every way 
worthy of its source. It was well devised 
to throw new powers into the hands of that 
body. But, we hope and believe, that such 
a preposterous measure, will not receive the 
sanction of Parliament. The majority of 
the Commissioners not being medical men, it 
is notof course intended, that the candidates 
for the licenses shali submit to any profes< 
sional examination ;. hence the only pre- 
text for establishing this Board must be, that 
some responsible authorities sliould always 
be acquainted with the places where dis- 
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rections are practised. This object is 
doubtless a laudable one. But would it not 
be obtained with much less trouble, and 
with far less expense, if macistnaTEs were 
to be invested with the powers which it 
is here proposed to plece in the hands of 
these mongrel Commissioners? Instead of 
the proposed commission, and system of 
licensing, we would suggest, that every 
legally qualified physician and surgeon, be- 
longing to the English, Irish, and Scotch 
Colleges, be empowered to dissect bodies 
obtained from the persons authorised to give 
up the same, in the 18th and 20th clauses 
of the Bill; the proprietors of anatomical 

hools, i diately on opening their insti- 
tutions, should send norticks to the neerest 
magistrate or bench of magistrates ; and the 
magistrates, from that moment, should be at 
liberty to send officers to inspect the es- 
tablishments. Private practitioners, who 
from time to time may be enabled to obtain 
bodies from the persous authorised to give 
them up, should be permitted to dissect on 
forwarding « notice to the nearest magistrate 
or bench of magistrates, that they either 
have, or are about to have,such bodies in their 
possession, for the purpose of dissection, 
A copy of the certificate received from the 
overseer or other person who has the custody 
of the body, should at the same time be 
sent to the magistrate, and at all times be 
open to inspection, Thus the already con- 
stituted legal authorities throughout every 
part of the kingdom, would be enabled to 
exercise a much more vigilant and effectual 
guardianship, than any seven or seven dozen 
Commissioners; and if the renauties for 
not transmitting such notices to the magis- 
trates be THe same as those proposed to be 
inflicted for keeping a school without a 
license in the,one case, and dissecting with- 
aut license by a private practitioner in the 
other, we cannot discover the slightest rea- 
son why this plan should not be adopted in 
preference to the appoiatment of a new 
Board of Commissioners. The penalty 
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being the same in each case, of course the 
security is the same ; that is, if the security 
be deemed to depend on the risk of in. 
curring the penalty, It really is to be ex. 
pected that the country practitioner is pot 
to be at the expense and trouble of sending 
to London for a license, which may cost him 
two pounds every time he may have an op. 
portunity of obtaining a subject from the 
parish workhouse or neighbouring gaol, 

We hope, finally, if the Legislature 
should pass an Act to prevent the “ unlaw. 
ful disinterment of dead bodies, and to re- 
gulate our schools of anatomy,” 

That it will repeal that portion of our 
criminal law which consigns the bodies of 
murderers to dissection. 

That it will extend to Ireland. 

That it will effectually prevent the buying 
and selling of human bodies. 

That it will empower all legally qualified 
physicians and surgeons, and their pupils 
and apprentices, to dissect such bodies a 
they may lawfully obtain, upon giving 
* notice” to the nearest magistrate, or 
bench of magistrates, and without incurring 
any charge for the registry of such notice. 

That it will compel the Council of the 
College of Surgeons to admit any candidate 
for « diploma to an examination, without the 
production of a single certificate ; and, 

That the Act will treat the Court of Ex- 
aminers and Council of our crafty, design- 
ing, monopolising College, whose narrow- 
miaded policy and bare-faced avarice hare 
caused all onr professional difficulties, with 
the same superlative and blightiog con- 
tempt as is evinced towards them in the 
Bill now before us. 





ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


EXAMINATION OF STUDENTS. 


Tue examinations for the prizes annually 
given to the students of St, Thomas’s Hos 
pital, lately took place in the theatre of this 
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SURGEONS’ VISITS. 


Tue lectures at this hospital having been 


concluded, Mr. Earle has changed his wif- fore her death, her bowels became irregular, 
day hour of visiting bis wards, as he did) inclining toconstipation, This symptom be- 
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jostitution, in the presence of the medical) Examination uf the body of Mrs. Moulden 
oficers. That for the senior prize, on Mon- aged ahent 3 


dey the $s Mey, when % 7 pyerded to pital labouring under constipation, Very 
Mr, Davis ; and that for the junior, on the) pearly a yeor before her death, she under- 


years. 
She had been admitted into Guy’s Hos- 


went the operation of extirpation of the 


precedi ‘hursday, which djud ‘ 

mer ae 4 ™ : is iil ~ uterus, which operation was performed by 
Mr, H.W. Stathem, The examiners were/ Dr, Blundell, for the cure of carcinoma of 
Messrs. Green and South, (the lecturers,)|thatorgan.* Before the operation, she wore 


the cachectic aspect which generally accom- 


and Messrs, Mackmurdo and Solly (de- panies that disease, and was much reduced 


in flesh, The operation was performed with 
great dexterity, the patient recovered from 
the effects of it remarkably well, gained 
flesh very considerably, and felt so much 
relieved, that she styled the day on which 


8T. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. the operation was performed, her “ second 
—- birth-day.” The overies of this woman 


were not remoyed with the uterus, and it is 
worthy of notice, that strong sexual desire re- 
mained, She had an occasional sanguinolent 
vaginal discharge. For a very few weeksbe- 


came more marked aboutfive or six days before 


i Yclock, a.m. H — ; 
, Apa eats ar ae | her death, the constipation being complete. 
therefore now goes round at eight every| [pjection, however, aight still be thrown 


Tuesday and Friday morning, leaving to the 


gentlemen who accompany him, the oppor- > epee caries pte ay ey 
tunity of also attending the practice of| during the whole or far greater part of the 


up, and no stricture of the intestine could 
be discovered within the reach of the finger. 


time, there was no attendant pain, the pulse 


Messrs. Vincent and Lawrence, who con- ager ere erp my 
tinue to pay their visits as usual. ee uo lespantion 


about thirty hours after death. The body 
was plentifully supplied with fat, even rather 





to oper the ro were lar pore 
ing sized e » supporte : abun- 


j OF THE UTERUS, | dance of fat, were perfect! 4 

ETSSRATION b has presenting not the slightest labeuien of 
Communicated by Dr. Buunpert. i 

7 a Lhe marks of parturition were evident on the 

To the Editor of Tuz Lancet. 


Sirx,—The body of Mrs. Moulden, the : . F 
woman from whom the uterus was removed — ome d Ses aenen wes oe 
the scalpel, haying been inspected by Dr. | ***¥@ 10 the vagms, and some irregularity, 
seen at the mouth of the canal, which sug- 


carcinoma. The. areole were remarkebly 
pale for a female who had been a mother, 


abdomen, which, as during life, was much 
distended. On examining the ¢xternal 


odgkin, of Guy’s Hospital, with great 


gested the idea that there existed some 


care, | leave to transmit, verbatim, the . 
account which this gentleman has given of a at thet rt, but oe by a. 
the dissection. Dr. Hodgkin's talents and a senate of eosin aaa wee 
rf ~™ 
accuracy in morbid dissection, are | x wel by a soft but irregular surface, closed 


lieve well known to the ion ; and ] 
presume, that to those who know how to 


‘The head wes not opened. 
. Chest.~ There were strong and pretty 


appreciate them, it will be a subject of general old edbenions of the plens. The 


eral satisfaction, that the investigation 


were crepitant, and not particularly 


}, “that” lung’ 
fallen into such impartial and able hands. - 
The case now stands before the profession, toned with gt Fie Lows ag ahs yo 


complete in all its essential parts. 
I am, Sir, 
Your humble servant, 
JameEs Briounperu. 


Great George-street, Westminster, 


? ? 





coloured fiuid in the pericardium. 





. i seme and Medical Gazette. 


t For, particulars, ace case hy Dr, 
Bright, 
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Abdomen,—There were three small fatty 
tumoprs on median line above um- 
bilicus, ing, as bernia, through small 
openings.in the fescia, but not com- 


municating with the abdominal cavity. | par 


There was some fivid effusion (rather more 
than a pint) in the peritoneum, it was of a 
deep and dingy brown or chesnut colour, but 


not very turbid, it contained a few very 
small shreds of coagulable lymph. The 
cecum and its appendix, and more icu- 


larly the colon, were much distended. A 
considerable part of the small intestine was 
likewise much distended, but the upper 
portion was of its natural size, the perito- 
neum was generally minutely injected with 
blood of a dull brown or venous colour, this 
might have been ascribed to congestion, had 
it not been most decided and conspicuous 
ulong the angles formed by. contiguous con- 
volutions, precisely where coagulable lymph 
is apt to be most abundant, when perito- 
nitis is accompanied by plastic effusion. 
The omentum and appendices epiploice 
were loaded with fat, On raising the omen- 
tum and convolutions of intestine to gain a 
view of the pelvis, the lower, or true, or 
that situated inferiorily to the brim, ap- 
peared completely full, being covered by 
a floor of peritoneum, in which the follow- 
ing points might be observed :—Immedi- 
ately behind the os pubis was a pretty 
even surface of about two or three square 
inches, formed by the bladder. This was 
bounded posteriorly and to the right, by a 
slightly elevated ridge, which extended from 
alitile to. the right of the median line, to 
near the spot where the us pubis joins to 
the ilium, it proved to be the remains of the 
right round ligament, On the left lay the 
very much distended termination of the 
sigmoid flexure of the colon: immediately 
bebind that of the ridge formed by the 
right round ligament which is nearest to the 
median line, there was a slightly elevated 
roundish projection, nearly as large as a mo- 
derate-sized walnut. _ Behind this, and ra- 
ther to the right, there was a blind opeving 
in the form of a cul de sac, copable of re- 
ceiving the last joint of one’s finger; a 
broad fold of peritoneum extended from 
this projection, in the Somes of the sacro 
iliac 8 is; it appeared like a trace of 
the oe grace but it was only 
an Srasiiion She of woe Ly age perito- 
neum posteriorly ; towards the prominence 
of saad eo m, Scee was a smcoth surface, 
cov peritoneum, in size about equal 
to the formed at the anterior part by 
the peritoneal surface of the bladder, ‘The 
left. side, as has been before stated, was 
almost wholly occupied by the distended 
colon. ' Some short bands and bridles of ad- 
hes:on were obgerva@ble on this floor of the 
pelvis, especially at the back part of the 
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nodulous goviection before mentioned, and 
may of tha sight seced limes heenre 
mi the right x i t. No-trace 
Of ciaher wie could be detected at this 
t of the examination ; a few small flat- 
tened scirrhous tubercles were observed im- 
mediately under the peritoneum, near to the 
spot from whence the uterus had been re- 
moved ; the most considerable of those was 
about the size of a sixpence, and was 
formed under the peritoneal coat of the 
bladder: the finger again introduced into 
the vagina, approached the nearest to the 
internal surface, just before the anterior 
margin of the before-mentioned nodulous 
projection. ‘lhe contents of the pelvis were 
next removed, consisting of the bladder, va- 
gina, rectum, and the last part of the colon, 
and the remains of the uterine appendages. 
Uterus, of course, there was none. ‘Lhe 
bladder was divided through the median 
line ; it appeared to be quite healthy, with 
the exception of the scirrhous tubercles un- 
der its peritoneal coat. The vagina laid 
open at its anterior part, appeared perfect] 

healthy, except quite at the upper end, 
where it was uneven, partially ulcerated, 
and partially bright red, from increased vas- 
cularity, connected with a mass of soft cere- 
briform matter. It was this mass, of about 
the size of a walnut, which formed the no- 
dulous projection seen on the inner side of 
the abdomen. There were some piles at 
the verge of the anus, above which, for about 
four inches, the intestine appeared to be 
healthy, but it suddenly became much more 
contracted, and, in one part, scarcely al- 
lowed the passage of the enterotome; its 
coats were greatly thickened, the muscular 
assuming that appearance which has been 
described as hypertrophy. ‘he mucous 
membrane was rather reddened, and in some 
parts was uneven, and was more firmly ad- 
herent than is quite natural to the subjacent 
coat; afew tubercles, consisting of softened 
cerebriform matter, having the consistency 
of paper-hanger’s paste, were situated be- 
neath the mucous membrane at this part. 
The intestine was not only thus altered in 
texture, but also took an unnaturally tortu- 
ous course, near to the part which is conti- 
nuous with the colon, Itap that this 
position of the gut contributed scarcely less 
than its contra¢tion, to produce the consti- 
pation under which the patient had laboured. 
The left round ligament wos discovered be- 
neath that portion of the colon, which was 
bound down as before related ; it was traced 
almost as far as the internal extremity of its 
The remains of the ovaries were 
not found without considerable difficulty, 
but jt appeared that they were brought into 
near approximation to each other, almost 
immediately behind the internal or divided 
extremities of the round ligaments, where 
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appeared to have concurred in closin 
Sc opieoie formed by the removal of the 
uterus. The structure of both was consider- 
ably altered, in consequence of their being 

affected with fungoid disease. 
The fat within the pelvis, and surround- 
ing the parts already described, was re- 
markably firm. It was interspersed with a 
few small scirrhous or fungoid tubercles; 
there was, likewise, a mass of considerable 
size, presenting the texture and firmness of 
true scirrhus, extending on the left side 
from the parts before mentioned, as far as 
the iliac vessels, which were implicated in 
it. Two or three small round calculi were 
found within the pelvic veins. Neither the 
inguinal nor lumbar glands could be said to 
bemuch, if at all enlarged, though one or 
two in both of these situations, contained a 
small quantity of softened cerebriform mat- 
ter. The distended intestines contained 
dark-coloured, unhealthy, pultaceous feces. 
The appendix cocci was nearly filled with 
the same materials, but also contained a little 
air, The mucous membrane of the alimen- 

canal appeared pretty healthy. 

liver was also tolerably healthy. 
The spleen was remarkably small, scarcely 
weighing one ounce and a quarter. It was 
deeply fissured, but its structure was na- 


The right kidney was of the ordjnary size, 
and healthy ; the left, which was almost 
lost in its large tunica adiposa, was scarcely 
bigger than an almond, but its correspond- 
ing renal capsule was of at least the ordi- 
Bary size. 

Remarks subjoined by the Communicator 
ist. The continuance of the sexual de- 
sires, notwithstanding the ovaries were so 
much changed in texture, and reduced toa 
mere ‘vestige, is very remarkable. The 
fact, however, was ascertained beyond all 
doubt. @d. The condition of the 
whole habit deserves attention, and the ra- 
ther, becouse the left kidney was no larger 
than an almond, and the spleen was of smal! 
size, scarcely weighing one ounce and a 
quarter. Sd. It deserves remark, too, that 
the parts which lay contiguous to the origi- 
nal seat of the uterus, were become affected 
with organic disease ; these parts being the 
head of the vagina, the back part of the 
bladder, the ovaries, the lumbar glands, and 
vo ny part of the reetum. 4th. It 
observed further, that the gene- 

ral state of the contiguous parts was more 
a wé might have expected ; and 
that the state of the disease in these parts, 
With the exception of that found in the head 
of the vagina, did not wear a very formid- 
able ; that the general condition o: 
the hable had not been much influenced by 
thé disease, which had thas renmnined in the 





pélvis, or been produced afresh, d the 
twelve months after the operation had’ 

performed; and farther, that it may be fairly 
doubted, whether, subsequently to the extir- 
pation of the uterus, the disorganising changes 
still, with the exception of those in the 
head of the vagina, have been increasing, 
stationary, or on the decline. 5th, After 
performing operations on the abdomen of a 
rabbit, on examining the partsa few months 
afterwards, I have repeatedly observed these 
large balls or cysts, as big as a moderate- 
sized orange, filled with a matter like cus- 
tard ; and this, although previously to the 
operation, the animals were perfectly 
healthy, [ presume there is no essential 
resemblance between the abdominal forma- 
tions in these animals, and the cerebriform 
materia formed in this case, the substance 
of one or two glands, and at the head of the 
vagina. But there is a sort of remote ana- 
logy which merits notice. 6th. When the 
operation was performed on Mrs. Moulden, 
I purposely left behind the indurated portion 
of the vagina in this dissection ; for though it 
seemed an evil to do so, 1 deemed it a greater 
evil, under all circumstances, toremove it, as 
there would have been a risk lest she should 
have died upon the bed, which would, most 
probably, have ruined the character of the 
operation at once. 7th. After inspecting 
the parts, my own opinion is, that if the 
woman had lived, the malignant disease 
would Lave been removed; but, on this 
point, of course the reflective will judge for 
themselves, whether the appurently malig- 
nant disease at the head of the vagina, 
would have been renewed at all, if no part 
of the indurated structure had been left be- 
hind, may be doubted ; ‘and it may be 
doubted, too, whether, this part remaining, 
the disease would have been teprod 

with that degree of rapidity which would 
have speedily brought her life into danger. 
8th. It may be satisfactory to some to know, 
that this account of the dissection proves 
that the womb was entirely taken away. 
The appearances on dissection, too, seem to 
confirm the opinion originally given respect- 
ing the malignant natare of the disease ; the 


case, as it now stands, demonstrates that a- 


patient may recover after the extirpation of 
the entire uterus, and this too, its structure 
having previously undergone a malignant 
change. 9th. The patient seems clearly in 
this case’ to have died from’ constipation, 
produced mechanically from constriction, 
and altered position of the bowels. “When 
the disease first made its attack, lier 

was round, soft, and under 90, in the ‘miiute 
for two ‘or three days together,'nnd ‘she had 
no inflammatory tenderness, thotigh there 
‘was much spasmodic pain. 10th. Under all 
circumstances, it might ‘be ‘said, ‘that” the 
ease does not enable us: to decide whether, 
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fer ~ —— uterus, a cure mey, 
In ,dbee to prove permanent ; 
80 fr, however, as the whole = enabl 
us to draw eny conclusion, it seems to show 
there isa risk of a return; but, 1 conceive 
more light is: wanted to enable us to decide ; 
it ie mot, to be forgotten that an indurated 
portion of the vagina was left behind, and 
that from a single case no general inference 
ean be drewn; that the glandular system 
was so little effected, is, perhaps, an auspi- 
cious ciscumstance. 10th. The death of 
Mrs. Moulden has occurred sbout twelve 
monthe after the operation, The womb was 
removed on the 19th of February, 1828, 
and she died in Guy’s Hospital, 1829, on 
the 7th of February. A week or two before 
her last illuess, I saw her in high health end 
spirits, and it was then that she spontane- 
ously used the remark, that the 19h of 
February was her second birth-day. 





ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL, 


OPERATION OF LITHOTOMY—FATAL TER- 
r MINATION, 


James Benr ev, et. 62, was admitted on 
Tuesday, May 5, into Darker’s Ward, under 
the eare of Mr. Lawrence, for the purpose 
of undergoing the operation of lithotomy. 
The patient is slender, of short stature, dark 

sion, gray hair; and is a farmer, 
from the neighbourhood of Reigate. States 
that for between five and six years past, he 
has lsboured under symptoms of stone in 
the bladder, but that neither the inconve- 
nience occasioned, nor his pains, have been 
great till of late, and then only when 
hn 4 been emptying the bladder, taking 
long walks, or working in the fields, Was 
recommended to be wader the care of Mr. 
Seems his eee attendant in the 
country, is quite 'y to submit to the 
_ a ing, the calculus is 
easily Felt a - Operation appointed 
for Serarday, at half past twelve o'clock. 

8. Says that he feels no pain whatever 
when sitting, or keeping himself quiet. Has 
been ovcasionally subject to what he has 
been informed is a diver int, for the 
last fourteen or fifteen years, and for which, 
for some time, was under the treatment oj 
Dr. Scott. Has no cough, Tongue rather 
white, Pulse regular. Wishes to know 
whether, if be could live without having to 
work or take much exercise, it would not 
be advisable for him monies having the 
operation performed. Mr, Lawrence strong- 
ly recommends the operation now, regarding 
ali the circumstances as particularly favour- 


able for its Ordered to have 
a dose of castor oil early to-mozrow morning, 
9. Has hadaclyster, and the bowels have 
heen moved. At twenty-two minutes end 
a half before one o'clock, he was conducted, 
blindfolded, by the sister of the ward, into 
the operating theatre, and seated on the 
table. Here he was allowed to sit for one 
minute, without any thing further being 
done, the operator (most unusual) not 
having got his instruments quite ready, be- 
fore the poor man was br tin. Mr. 
Lawrence having now advanced to him, and 
taken hold of his hand, inquired how he 
felt? ‘ Why, Sir, not very well this mory- 
ing at all,” was the reply. ‘ 1 feel just as 
I have felt on past occasiens, before I have 
been taken ill. I have had a violent stitch 
shooting across my loins, from the effegts of 
which t have not yet recovered.” A few 
minutes before being taken into the theatre, 
he stated, for the first time, that he had long 
been subject to attacks which he denomi- 
nated fits—not exactly (from his deserip- 
tion) epileptic fits, but attacks of convulsive 
or nervous tremours, attended by sickness. 
Hig statement, however, of not-feeling well 
at this moment, was attributed more to the 
alarm in his mind at the peoening ant 
to take place, than to anything else ; there- 
fore no attention was paid to it, a the 
necessary preparations immediately pro- 
ceeded with. The next minute end a half 
were ied in sounding him. The ope- 
rator, Mr. Vincent, and Mr, Stanley, tried, 
and distinctly felt the stone, A minute 
and a half were now consumed im tying 
and placing him conveniently, which were 
done by Messrs. Vincent Stanley ; the 
former gentleman held the staff. The ope- 
rator commenced by making the external 
incision with a common scalpel. Having. 
got into the urethra with the third motion 
of this instrument; with Blizard’s knife, the 
bladder was immediately and freely entered, 
The stone being next felt with the finger, 
the straight forceps were introduced, and 
the stone, without difficulty, grasped, 
Twice it e d from the forceps, in the 
efforts to withdraw it. Having been Jaid 
hold of a third time by a y good pull, 
(it not having been at last, in quite 
the most convenient form, by the forceps,) 
it was brought ont et fifteen minutes and 
twenty seconds before one. Three minutes 
und a quarter having been occupied from the 
commeucement of the first incision to the 
complete extraction of the calculus. The. 
stone was of the mulberry kind,and about the 
size of a small pullet's egg, but of a subovate 
shape. in the course of cutting, throu 
the parts, a jet of blood denoted the division 
of a small artery, or branch, probably be- 
yond what is usually cut, but still the 
tient was removed to bed without the 
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of much blood. He bore the operation with 
fortitude. 


Eight o'clock, e.a. For an hour or two 
after the » he to rest and 
feel as py se ly have been ex- 
pected ; but, about » he began to have 
nervons tremours, which, together with 
considerable exhaustion, as it seemed from 
a continued slight hemorrhage, exciting 
alarm in the minds of the dressers, they 
seot for Mr. Lawrence, who has just 
arrived, Though the draining has still been 
going on, the tremours often repeated, and 
the countenance anxious, Mr. Lawrence 
considers the pulse quite as full as he could 
wish, under such circumstances. Ordered 

of the tincture of opium, to be 
taken immediately, a little brandy and water 
occasionally, and to be kept quiet. 

10. After attending to the last prescrip- 
tion, some hours of sleep were obtained. At 
half past twelve, ten minims more of the 
tincture were given, and six ounces of 
brandy and water ordered by the house 

. Further repose was in this way | 
pean. This gg | presents no more | 
urable symptoms. Directed to have 20 | 
on of the tincture, end to take the brandy | 





Four o'clock, p.a-, Mr. Lawrence, aecom- | 
ied by Mr. Brodie, has just paid a visit. | 
water passes freely through the wound. 
The bleeding is still kept up in a small de- 
; the tremours bave been very violent ; 
exhaustion very considerable ; pain in the 
region of the liver upon pressure, with sick- 
ness, but no vomiting, Countenance pale 
and anxious ; pulse feeble ; tongue dry and 
rather brown ; bowels have not been opened. 
Mr. Brodie’s mosis is favourable, but 
Mr, Lawrence’s opinion is more doubtful, 
Ordered adrachm of the sulphate of mag- 
nesia, and five drops of the tincture of 
opium, in half an ounce each of pepper- 
mint and pure water, to be taken every 
hour antil the. bowels are relieved. 
41, Five, a.m. The sinking having pro- 
gressed, and feeling unable any longer to 
take the brandy and other ingredients of the 
iptions, a little arrow root has been 


and ten grains of subcarbonate of am- 
ia ordered to be given occasionally in 
the effervescing draught. 
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of the case, which is‘ evidently very shortly 
to take place. The poor man has been 
anxiously watched over by. his rather aged 
wife, who arrived from the country yester~ 
day to be with him, Died at half past three, 
having continued sensible to the lest, and 
almost able to speak with his closing breath, 
12, The post-mortem examination wap 
made this morning at half past seven o'clock, 
by Mr, Lawrence, in the presence of Messrs, 
Earle and Stanley, and one or two of the 
dressers, The cause of the examination 
having been undertaken so early, (which 
gave offence to many of the pupils who 
wished to have been present, but who, hav 
ing had no notice that it was to take place 
at this hour, were deprived of the benefit of 
the inspection,) was, that the relatives ob- 
jected to an examination at all, and were 
determined to remove the body early in the 
forenoon, On dividing the abdominal pa- 
tietes, there was slight evidence of perito- 
nitis ; slight bruises of the soft parts, but 
nothing material in this respect. The blady 
der contained no blood, was empty and cons 
tracted. ‘Throughout @ great portion of its 
lining mucous membrane, there were small 
red specks, like deposits of blood, under it, 
Near the incision into the bladder, appas 
rently a fold of mucous membrane hung pe 
dulous, very much resembling the uvula in 
shape. Supposed, that when the knife en- 
tered the bledder, the organ must Lave heen 
considerably contracted, the mucous mem-~ 
brane in fi and that the knife must have 
thus almost separated one of these folds. It 
might also have been iv part weed by 
some rough parts of the stone jn its extrace 
tion from the npr the =< er 

ing grasped it, protected ides 
the wound from being injured by the vA 

specks, in the most menner. T. 
urethra was fairly and cut into; the 
bulb was univjured ; ouly one incision into 
the bladder, No large vessel could be 
found to have been wounded, Slight effu- 
sion of blood into the cellular tissne, bee 
tween the rectum end bladder. The soft 
parts in the course of the incision ecchy- 
mosed, but to no higher degree than must 
be expected to take place in. all wounds of 
the kind, however favourably cases may 
terminate. The kidneys and ureters healthy, 
The liver ‘small, and very pales 


Two o'clock, p.m. Jtis with great dif- | attack 


ficulty the pulse at the wrist ean be felt; 
yaya and dry; breathing short, 

and. quick, Complains. of acute 
tenderness and pain in the epigastric region, 
and cannot bear the slightest pressure over 
the abdomen, Mr. Lawrence thinks it pro- 
bable, that a degree of peritonitis has now 
been set up, but that that cannot be regarded 
as the cause of the unfortunate termination 





of the cavities of the heart, andof the trie 
cuspid and mitral valves, thickened, The 
semilunar valves of the aorte slightly retious 
lated, and a little round opening aj the at- 
tachment of each, through which there might 
have taken place a reflux of blood, The co+ 
ronary arteries large and thi » but not 
ossifed. ‘he lungs not di The ci 
neritious part of the brain @ jittle darker 














220 INJURY OF THE KNEE. 


thanwsval, and, on the whole, the organ a 
Mittle ‘more than usually vascular. The 
loss of ‘blood, though the whole quantity 
could not have exceeded a quart, was consi- 
dered sufficient to account for the unusually 
pale appearance of all the contents of the 
abdominal and thoracic viscera, in this pre- 
viously exsanguinous, and, as it turned 
eut, weakly-constituted man. All agreed, 
that no morbid appearances could be de- 
tected to account for death, or to lead to any 
other conclasion, than that dissolution must 
have been occasioned from the shock the ner- 
vous system had sustained by the operation. 


TUMOUR OF THE KNEE. 


Mary Hayward, etat. 25, was next in- 
troduced to the attention of the crowded 
theatre, for the purpose of having a small 
tumour removed from the right knee. This 

irl entered at the request of somebody, 
Rcertainly not the surgeon, for he was en- 
at the other end of the room,) and 
ked to the operating table, wet with the 
stream of blood on the floor that had issued 
from the patient who had just been re- 
moved ofl proceeded towards placing her- 
self upon the table, which was still covered 
with the sheet upon which the opera- 
tion of lithotomy had been performed, and 
of which a considerable portion was actually 
drenched with blood. ¢ poor thing hav- 
mg first upon the chair at the lower | 
end of the table also besmeared with blood, | 
stood wringing her hands, and throwing her 
eyes first upon the floor, next upon the ap- 
pélling table, then across the theatre, and 
next towards the ceiling, trembling and 
weeping in the most pitiable manner, until, 
at length, a dresser on each side 
took her by the arms, and assisted in laying 
her down on the table thus conditioned ; 
which, with its appendages, seemed to 
make her soffer much more keenly than 
the man who had had bis bladder cut into. 
Mr. Vincent, during all this time, was en- 
gaged with Mr. Lawrence and the other 
surgeons, close to the library 
distance from the patient, conversing, pro- 
badly, upon the operation that had just been 
performed ; the two sisters, actually two of 
them, were jokivg and laughing at the fire- 
place with some of the pupils; and the area 
around the operating table, which cught to 
have been occupied by the operator and his 
assistants only, was crowded with prac- 
titioners, dressers, pupils, and strangers, to 
a degree, that created a scene of t con- 
fusion } and, im the midst of it, was this 
female elevated on the chair and cry- 
ing most bitterly. 
ipg to the statements of the pati- 
ent, this tumour, not much lerger 


of the patella, first ‘made its appearance 
several years ages but bed only occasioned 
her pain in a to {cause her to com- 
plain of it, within the last four months, 
When she walked much, or knelt, the pain 
was very violent, and she had been advised 
tohave it removed. There was now no in- 
flammation about the growth on the knee, 
nor any discoloration of the covering skin 
or integuments. 

Messrs. Vincent, Esrle, and Stanley, 
having carefully examined the tumour, one 
of them observed, that he by no means re- 
commended the removal of it; he 
offer up his prayers standing for the next 
fifty years, rather than submit to have it 
taken from his own knee, were it there. 
girl, however, having come for the purpose 
of having the operation performed, and Mr, 
Vincent seeing no objection to it, he pro- 
ceeded to remove it. In consequence of 
the pressure of individuals in the operating 
area already alluded to, it was only with con- 
siderable dexterity, that the eye of any per- 
son from the proper situation of spectators 
in the theatre, could get an occasional 
glimpse of the operation as it proceeded. A 
longitudinal section of the skin appeared to 
be made over the tumour, and the lips dis- 
sected back, with the view of then clean! 
turning out the enlargement. The 4 
however, was picked out piece-meal. In 


|twelve minutes after making the first inci- 


sion, the first piece, nearly the size of an 
almond, and somewhat of its shape, was got 
away, which Mr. Stanley cut open, and ex- 
hibited to some gentlemen near him, while 
the rest of the operation was proceeding, 
It was an oid, enlarged bursa, the fluid havi 
become absorbed, and the coats thickened 
and hardened. The remainder of the ope- 
ration, was completed in four minutes more, 
When a view of the operation was at 
times obtained, the operator’s hands were 
found to be at work, an assistant holding off a 


portion with a tenaculum, another with for- 
ceps, and a third with his finger and thumb. 
But the weeping, and cries of the ent, 
door, some |“ let it alone, letit alone! don’t pull it about 


any more! don’t, I tell you, it 

any more! plaster it up! I fort let you 
cut it any more, I won't, I won’t, I won't!” 
and cries of “heads! heads,” and hisses, 
because the latter were not attended to, en- 
tirely did away with the ger | view and 
benefit derived from the formance of 
operations in this theatre. To such an in- 
convenient extent did the operator's good 
nature and courtesy extend to those around 
him, that he eet Lauard some of 
them, as was observed in parts of the theatre, 
to eréwd so much upon him, and’ even 
before’ hit, 88 to causéhim to Taise ‘his 
head and shoulders above those of 0 , 





then en almond, situated at the outer edge 





‘(thus indecorously conducting themselves, ) 
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NZVUS MATERNUS.—DISEASED EYE. 


to perform parts of the operation with his 
pat completely extended before him. Thus 
was the operation goue through, bat still 
the girl was left lying on the table, till after 
the exhibition and removal of the following 
patient !! 

NEVI MATERNI. 

Mr. Earle now ordered to be brought in 
a child apparently ten or twelve months’ 
old, who had two nevi, the one arising from 
the forehead between the orbits, and ex- 
tending obliquely down along the right side 
of the nose towards its extremity, of a livid, 

ish colour, projecting somewhat in the 

of a finger, and gradually becoming 
flattened towards the inferior extremity ; 
the other inthe back, nearly over the mid- 
dle of the spine, reddish, about the size of 
halfan orange, of a mottled, and rather vas- 
cular, appearance. Mr. Earle then said, 
“ You will observe, gentlemen, that the ne- 
vas on the forehead is subcutaneous, but mak- 
ing its way to the surface, particularly to- 
wards the centre. It has been proposed to 
vaccinate nevi. The operation has been 
performed, and the inflammation which 
followed has been successful in producin 
the obliteration of the tumours. Now, i 
regard this as a very favourable case for 
trying the vaccination, from the circum- 
stance of the skin covering the nevus being 
perfectly healthy. One instance I know, 
in which the vaccine fluid failed, in conse- 
quence of the vaccination being modified 
+ no diseased structure of the parts. 

punctures were made into the red vas- 
cular skin, and instead of the vaccination 
going through the usual process, the parts 
inflamed rapidly, and presented more the 
character of a secondary vaccination. than 
any thing else ; they inflamed more rapidly, 
and there was not the natural areola of in- 
flammation, thickening, and condensation of 
the integuments, which result from proper 
vaccination, and on which the success of 
tion depends. I shall vaccinate 
day or two, with four or five punc- 
and I hope the vaccination will take 
d complete effect. It is particularly 

ible it should do so, as, from the situa- 
tion of the nevus in the neighbourhood of 
the eye, it will hardly be possible to perform 
any other operation for its removal, and it is 
rapidly on the increase. ‘Lhe nevus on the 
back might be operated on in various ways, 
but as 1 mean to vaccinate the one on the 
forehead, I shall also vaccinate that on 
the back, giving both a fair trial. ‘Though 
the skin covering the latter is not generally 
healthy, yet a ealichency of it, in a healthy 
state, may be selected, on which to make 
the puncturés. ‘This is a very interesting 
case, and.I particularly invite the attention 
of gentlemen to it.” 
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This novelty of proceeding gave great 
satisfaction wtoaghser the thegtre, rs. 
tainly is the way to lead inquiring minds to 
sources of useful information. at 


INFLAMMATION OF THE INTERNAL AND 
EXTERNAL TUNICS, AND PARTIAL IN- 
FLAMMATION OF THE GLOBE OF THE EYR, 
ACCOMPANIED WITIl CHEMOSIS, AND PAR- 
TIAL SLOUGHING OF THE CORNEA. 

Tuomas Marsn, etat. 37, tall and slender, 
of adark complexion and haggard appear- 
ance, was admitted into Henry the Eighth’s 
Ward, April 10, under the care of Mr. Law- 
rence, with general and extensive inflamma~ 
tion, and swelling of the globe of the right 
eye. The patient had been a watchman, and 
has endured the hardships of poverty. Sup- 
poses that, in consequence of an attack of 
cold caught in the course of his calling, dis- 
ease of the right eye supervened about a year 
and a half ago, which progressed rapidly to 
the destruction of vision. No considerable 
inconvenience has been suffered from this, 
beyond the loss of sight, except that he has 
not been able to resume the. duties, of » 
watchman. A few days.ago, supposed to be 
from another attack of cold, the internal and 
external tunics of the same eye became 
enormously swelied and inflamed. This 
caused a general constitutional, derange- 
ment, for which he was taken to ‘the 
fever hospital, his friends supposing him t» 
be a fit patient for that institution, where hw 
remained for two days, and was then sent 
here. The globe completely covered in by 
the lids projects over the cheek, forming.e 
tumour as large as a pullet’s egg. It is 
With the greatest difficulty the lids can be 
separated, On separating them to as great 
a degree as their tense condition, and the 
pain given to the patient by this effort, will 
allow, Mr. Lawrence is: unable to decide 
with certainty, whether there is: an actual 
enlargement of the globe itself, or of the 
anterior, external, and internal tunics, as 
well as of the parts posterior, with an ex+ 
traneous deposition, by which the: globe is 
pressed forward from its natural position,;. 
but he thinks it ought to be described as 
above. The cornea is about three-quarters 
of an inch further forward than that of the 
other eye. The eye feels tight and, sore, 
the patient says, as if there wes a large 
sticking plaster over it. The soft. parts of 
the frontal and temporal right side of the 
head feel benumbed. A sharp and. violent 
pain strikes through the head from the 

to the occiput, particularly om: the» ri 

side, Mr. Lawrence has: punctured the 

cornea, through which the aqueous humour 
has been discharged. Apply twelve leeches: 
to the palpebra, and keep & cloth, over the. 
eye dipped in the lotio plumbi. subacetatis.. 
Give an ounce aud a half of the compound’ 














eee STONE CASE.—INFLAMMATION. 
senne fiixture immediately, and occasion- 


pe the leéthes. 
12. Again repeat the leeches, and tuke 


the effervescing draught every second or 
third hour. 


14. The inflammation and swelling hate, 
in a degree, abated. Not so much difficulty 
now ‘in séparating the lids. From the more 
complete viéw that can be obtained of the 
parts, it is evidently a case of inflammation 
of the internal and external tunics, &c., as 
is stated. The shootin a through the 
head has slightly diminished, but the vumb- 
ness continues, The leeches were applied 
again yesterday, Continue. 

20. The leeches applied again on the 17th 
and 19th: The tumour is less. A portion 
of the cornea has stoughed away. Still 
complains much of soreness and numbness 
about the eye, and side of the head. 

2¢. The ecehymosis of the conjunctiva, 
which has been very , is less, but still 
considerable, ‘The general swelling slowly 
subsiding. The case will, in all proba- 
bility, terminate in staphyloma. Continue 
the medicines, and apply the leeches again 
when necessary. 

May 4. The disease has gradually subsided. 
The globe ie now not larger than the other. 
The ‘wembness very little abated. The 
shooting pain diminished. Complains of 


great debility; was made an out-patient of 


thia day 


CASE OF STONE; SUDDEN DISSOLUTION. 


John Robins, ewtat. 28, was, brought 
the Hospital.at half past two, p.m, 30th 
il, and admitted inte Colston’s Ward,, 

r, the care of Mr. Vincent. The sur- 

had just finished his round, and left the 

ital, ao that he neither saw, the patient 
then, nor, as it happened, afterwards. The 
man atated, that be had laboured under the 
usual sym of oalculus in the bladder for 
the last five years, but that not till within, 
the last three weeks had the pains he had 
been enduring proceeded to any very vio- 
Tent extent, For ten days past, his urine 
had passed involuntarily without any ces- 
sation, and.the pain in the region of the 
j a, loins, about the bladder, and course 
the urethra, had been excruciating, 
heightened to a distracting degree, by every 
altempt at voluntary micturition. ‘Ihe pulse 
small and weak ; the countenance anxious,. 


ive of the patient having suffered. 


much from irritation, and.(as it subaequently 
turned out,) of the very destructive progress 
the disease had made. 
dresser, on sounding, distinctly felt the stone 
in the bladder, and ordered him to be put 
into the warm hath ; to take five grains of 


Mr. Thornton, the | bres: 





the extrect‘of with a little rhu- 
barb and sode, times a day. This hav- 
ing been attended to, the dresser saw him 
again in the evening, when it ared he 
was decidedly sinking. an ounce 
of brandy, and five drops of the tineture of 
opium in a little water every hour. This 
the poor fellow took y, but died at 
three o’clock on the ing morning. 


Post-mortem Examination. 


Eight hours after death the body was ex- 
amined, and the following morbid appear- 
auces were detected :—Abscess of both kid- 
neys; both ureters very much 
and the lining mucous membrane 
a state of ulceration, 


sid, Geonghinte sad soeriee 3 

a nearly in a 
sloughing. A mulberry pa ty ler, 

a large-sized walnut, within the 
surrounded by a small quantity of thin g 
tinous fluid. 
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INFLAMMATION OF THE LUNGS, 


now free from heedach, end the pain in 
side higher than at first,; respiration 
The crepitous rattle distinctly heard at left 
anterior part of the obest, and them 
puerile ; pulse $18, full, and conveys s 
jerking sensation to the finger; 
coated with a whitish brown fur; bowels 
- Ordered to live on slopsonly. To 
be bied from the arm to fainting, and take 
submuriate of mercury five grains, every 


six hours. 
24. T ounces of blood were removed, 


of which the second bason only was 


and slightly cupped ; cher breathing, she. 
se nee a 
washing iakosions. itous raitls .net 
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. ; ing 
lieved before the bleeding was stop 
the crepitous rattle scarcely heard at all. 
Submuriate of mercury, five grains every 
two hours ; infusion of catechu according to 
circumstances. 

26. Pulse 120, soft, but jerking; respi- 
ration 36, easier; mouth not sore ; bowels 
purged, and motions atill green and watery. 

27. Very little soreness of the mouth ; 
free from pain ; mucous rattle now heard on 
the right side. Apply a blister to the chest. 
Continue the mercury. 

28. Countenance improved; pulse 130, 
soft; mouth not gofe ; blister has not risen. 


Continue submuriate of mercury; repeat | gal 
ry pe 


29, Breathing difficult ; blister painful, 
but has only risen very little; pulse 116; 
tongue coated. Repeat the blister; the 
submuriate of mefcury to be given every 
hour, and infusion of catechu half an ounce 
with each dose. 

30, No soreness‘of mouth; loud mucous 
rattle on left side; appears sinking: diar- 
thea continues. Strong beef tea, two pints ; 
milk, one pint daily. 


May 4. Tongue dry, and coated brown ; | by 


countenance pallid ; strong bruit de 

of the left ventriele, and action of auricles 
very 3 pulse 100, soft, and small ; 
spiration 50 ; has passed only three stools 
mnce yesterday, which are still green, ‘but 
the last was consistent ; has been very rest- 
less during the night, and is evidently 
worse. Blister to be repeated ; two drachms 
of strong mercurial ointment to be rubbed 
in-three times aday, No material altera- 
tion appears to have ——— till about 
six in the evening, when appeared to 
have fallen asleep, but, on visiting her, the 
sister found she was dead. 

The body having been removed from the 
Hospital by the friends before it had been 
opened, the examination was necessarily a 

wate one, but the following appears in 

. Elliotson’s case book as the result. 


Dissection of ‘the Corpse Twenty Hours 
' V See Dae : 


pleura is of the left lang 
adberent to the pleura i 





ral. A mass of bone, about one inch long 
by half an inch broad, and a quarter thi 
found between the branches of the pulmo- 
nary artery (just opposite its bifurcation) 
aorta, not affecting the internal, coats 
of either, but of course contracting in some 
measure the opening of each, probably af- 
fecting the pulmonary artery the most, 
slight effusion of lymph on the right auricle, 
One of the tricuspid valves of the left auricle 
bound down, so as to be rendered nearly 
useless. ‘The left ventricle hypertrophied ; 
the whole surface of the spleen strongly ad- 
herent to the peritoneum, rather enlarged 
in size, and its texture much mote firm t 
natural ; an ossific deposition, about the size 
of a small bean, was observed in the centre. 
The liver was rather larger than usual, but 
otherwise healthy, and two calculi, about 
the size of a pair of dice, were found in 
l bladder, which was about half 
with healthy bile. 


——_——— 
DISLOCATION OF THE TIP. 


Frederick Vandersweep, etat, 29, a strong 
healthy-looking man, was edmitted into 
Henry's Ward, under Mr. Tyrrell, on the 
3d of May, with « dislocation of the head of 
the thigh bone into the ischiatic note, 
which, Gays, has existed upwards of 
three weeks, und was caused whilst at sea, 
a wave breaking over the vessel and 
knocking him down, There was no surgeon _ 
on board, and consequently nothing was 
done until he came of shore, fifteen days 
per mr pw nt, con a medical spite’, 

A whom pulleys were a > 
and eueatioa kept up for en hour ahd a 
quarter ; but having failed in his endeavours 
at reduction, the patient refused to have 
any further efforts made at that time, Three 
attempts at redaction weré made by Mr, 
Tyrrell the day after his admission ; the 
first and cccond times, extension was made 
in a @irection across the other thigh, nearly 
at t angle with the body, ‘kept up 
nearly half au hour eech time, during which, 
several doses of tartarised antimony were 
administered ; a bandage ey under 
the of the thigh, over the 
pred pm of on assistant, ta eleven the head 
of the bone; afterwards a vein was opened 
in the arm, but only two or three ounces of 
blood could be obtained. The limb was 
then extended in a more oblique direction, 
and the head of the bone being elevated as 


costalis, | before, the reduction was effected at the 


expiration of 47 mintites from the first 
plication of the pulleys. | - haute, 














senne misture immediately, and occasion- 
ally afterwards, 

11, Repeat the leeches. 

12. Again repeat the leeches, and take 

the effervescing draught every secoud or 
third hour. 
_ 44. The jaflammation and swelling bage, 
in a degree, abated. Noto much difficulty 
bow in ing the lids. From the more 
complete view can be obtained of the 
ye itis evidently a case of inflammation 
of the internal and external tunics, &c., as 
is stated. The shootin through the 
head has slightly diminished, but the numb- 
ness continues. The leeches were applied 
again yesterday, Continue. 

20. The leeches applied again on the 17 th 
and 19th. The tumour is less. A portion 
of the cornea has sloughed away. Still 
complains much of soreness and num 
about the eye, and side of the head. 

22, The ecchymosis of the conjunctiva, 
which has been very great, is less, but still 
considerable, The general swelling slowl 
subsiding. The case will, in all proba- 
bility, terminate in staphyloma. Continue 
the p medicines, and apply the leeches again 
wv ° 

May 4. The disogee has gradually subsided. 
The globe is now not larger than the other. 

¢ numbness yery little abated. The 

ing diminished, Complains of 
ety debility ; was made an out-patient of 
ay. 





CASE OF STONE; SUDDEN DISSOLUTION, 


Joln Robins, etat. 28, was brought to 
the Hospital at half past two, P.m., 30th of 
April, and admitted into Colston’s Ward, 
under the care of Mr. Vincent. The sur- 
fron had just finished his round, and left the 

ospital, so that he neither saw the patient 
then, nor, as it happened, afterwards. The 
man stated, that he had laboured under the 
usual symptoms of calculus in the bladder for 
the last five years, but that not till within 
the last three weeks bad the pains he bad 
been enduring proceeded to any very vio- 
lent extent. Ba ten days past, his urine 
had passed involuntarily without any ces- 
gation, and the pain in the region of the 
kidneys, loins, about the bladder, and course 
of the urethra, had been excruciating, 
heightened to a distracting degree, by every 
attempt at voluntary micturition. The p 
small and weak ; the countenance anxious, 
expressive of the patient having suffered 
much from irritation, and (us it subsequently 
turned out,) of the very destructive progress 
the disease had made. Mr. Thornton, the 
dresser, on sounding, distinctly felt the stone 
in the bladder, and ordered him to be put 
into the warm bath ; to take five graias of 





STONE CASE—INFLAMMATION, 


the extract’ ith a little rhu 
ing been attended to, the dresser saw ie 
again in the evening, whee it appoumee 

was decidediy sinking. O ‘ap ounce 
of brandy, and five drops of the tincture of 
opium in a little water every hour. This 
the poor fellow took repeatedly, but died at 
three o’clock on the following morning. 


Post-mortem Examination. 
Eight hours after death the body was ex- 


amined, and the following morbid appear- 
ances were detected :—Abscess of both kid- 


neys; both ureters very much e ed, 
and the lining mucous membrane of in 
a state of ulceration. The coats of the 


bladder between a quarter and half an inch 
in thickness ; the mucous membrane ulcer- 


ated th t, and nearly in a state of 
sloughing. A mulberry calculus, r than 
a large-sized walnut, within the der, 
surrounded by a small quantity of thin gela- 
tinous fluid. ' 
EEE 
8ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


INFLAMMATION OF THE LUNGS. 


Mary Anne Parken became a patient 
under Dr. Elliotson on the 23d of April. On 


her admission she stated, that she been 
ill about five weeks, during which time she 
has been under the care of a medical man, 


by whom she has been several times bled, 
and has taken purgative and other medi- 
cines. Was first attacked with violent 
headach, which continued three weeks ; has 
also had adull pain in the left side, at first 
low down; increased by taking a deep in- 
spiration, and sccompanied with cough. 
Ilias not menstruated for three months. Is 
now free from hesdach, aud the in her 
side higher than at first ; ion 42. 
The crepitous rattle distinctly heard at left 
anterior part of the chest, and the mucous 
lower down ; on the night side respiration 
puerile; pulse 118, full, and conveys a 
jerking sensation to the finger; tongue 
couted with a whitish brown fur; bowels 
open. Ordered to live on slops only. To 
be bled from the arm to fainting, and take 
submuriaty of mercury five grains, every 
six hours. 

24. Twenty ounces of blood were removed, 
of which the second bason only was buffed, 
and slightly cupped; her breathing, she 

; 128 


Does not complain of any pain, but 
breathing laborious. Crepitous rattle not 
so distinctly heard on the left side, and su- 

i 8 to be changing into the 


mucous rattle ; but the respiratory murmur 














DISLOCATION OF THE HIP, 22d 


at all. 
» five grains every 
two hours ; infusion of catechu according to 
circumstances. 

26. Pulse 120, soft, but jerking; respi- 
ration 36, easier; mouth not sore ; bowels 
purged, and motions still green and watery. 

. Very little soreness of the mouth ; 
free from pain ; mucous rattle now heard on 
the right side. Apply blister to the chest. 
Continue the mercury. 

28. Countenance tend pulse 130, 
soft; mouth not sore ; blister has not risen. 
Continue submuriate of mereury; repeat 
blister. 

29, Breathing difficult ; blister painful, 
but has only risen very little; pulse 116; 
tongue coated. Repeat the blister; the 
submuriate of mereary to be given every 
hour, and infusion of catechu half an ounce 
with each dose. 

30. No soreness of mouth ; loud mucous 
rattle on left side; appears sinking: diar- 
rhea continues, Strong beef tea, two pints ; 
milk, one pint daily. 

May 1, Tongue dry, and coated brown; 
countenance pallid ; strong bruit de sou 
of the left ventricle, and action of auricles 
very loud ; pulse 100, soft, and small ; re- 

iration 50; has passed only three stools 
since yesterday, which are still green, but 
the last was consistent ; has been very rest- 
Jess during the night, and is evidently 
worse. Blister to be repeated ; two drachms 
of strong mercurial ointment to be rubbed 
in three times aday. No a oe 
tion appears to have taken ae ili about 
six in the evening, when she appeared to 
have fallen asleep, but, on visiting her, the 
sister found she was dead. 

The body having been removed from the 
Hospital by the friends before it had been 
opened, the examiuation was necessarily a 

rivate one, but the following appears in 

r. Elliotson’s case book as the result. 


Dissection of the Corpse Twenty Hours 
v after Death. 


The pleura pulmonalis of the left lung 
strongly adherent to the pleura costalis, 
and that of the right partially so; both lungs 
gorged with blood and mucus, but each per- 
vious to air at every part. A more than 
usual quan ity of water escaped on opening 
the pericardium. The heart was consider- 
ably eularged, and its walls softer, and pre- 
seuting a less fibrous appearance then natu- 


ral. A mass of bone, about one inch long 
by half en inch broad, and @ quarter thick, 
found between the branches of the pulmo- 
nary artery (just opposite its bifurcation) 
and sorta, not affecting the internal coats 
of either, but of course contracting in some 
measure the opening of each, probably af- 
fecting the pulmonary artery the most. A 
slight effusion of lymph on the right auricle. 
One of the tricuspid valves of the left auricle 
bound down, so as to be rendered nearly 
useless. The left ventricle hypertrophied ; 
the whole surface of the spleen strongly ad- 
herent to the toneum, rather en 

in size, and its texture much more firm than 
natural ; an ossifie deposition, about the size 
of a small bean, was observed in the centre. 
The liver was rather larger than usual, but 
otherwise healthy, and two caleuli, about 
the siae of a pair of dice, were found in the 
gall bladder, which was about half filled 
with healthy bile. 





DISLOCATION OF THE UIP. 


Frederick Vandersweep, wtat. 29, a stroug 
healthy-looking men, was admitted into 
Henry's Ward, uader Mr, Tyrrell, om the 
3d Ateg, wie a Sialasetinn of the head of 
the thigh bone into the ischiatic notch 
which, says, has existed upwards of 
three weeks, and was caused whilst at sea, 
by @ ware breaking over the vessel and 
knocking him down, ‘There was no 
on board, and consequently nothing wag 
done until he came on shore, fifteen days 
after the accident, when a medical man was 
called, by whom the pulleys were applied, 
and extension kept up for an hour and 9 
quarter ; but having failed in his endeavours 
at reduction, the patient refused to have 
any further efforts made at that time. Three 
attempts at reduction were made by Mr. 
Tyrrell the day after his admission; the 
first and times, extension was made 
in a direction across the other thigh, nearly 
at a right angle with the body, and kept up 
neatly an hour each time, during whieh, 
several doses of tartarised antimony were 
administered ; a bandage being placed under 
the upper of the thigh, and over the 
shoulders of an assistant, to elevate the head 
of the bone; afterwards a vein was opened 
in the arm, but only two or three ounces of 
blood could be obtained. The limb was 
then extended in a more oblique direction, 
and the head of the bone being elevated as 
before, the reduction was effected at the 
expiration of 47 minutes from the first ap- 
ion of the pulleys. 
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HOPITAL DE VAL-DE-GRACE. 
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GASTRITIS, CAUSED BY A FALL ON THE) 
neEELs! 


Ar the end of March, a soldier, twenty- | 


| 
| 


three years of age, of a vigorous constitu- 
tion, fell from a height of twelve feet, 
straight on his heels. He remained giddy 
for a few minutes, after which he went to 
the hospital, where he was immediately ad- 
mitted. M. Broussais, after having exam- 
ined the patient, declared the disease to be 
gastritis, and ordered him to be bied. 
On the following day, the patient being 
quite well, and requiring no further treat- 
ment, was di ; and M. Broussais 
observed, that a fall from a great height 
nearly always produces gastritis, by the dis- 
turbance it causes in the abdominal circula- 
tion.— Lance. Frangoise. 


NITRATE OF SILVER IN EPILEPsY. 


Dr, Wedemeyer, of Hanover, relates the 
case of an epileptic patient, who, after the | 
usé of nitrate of silver for eighteen months, 
was completely cured of his complaint ; but | 
the skin, as generally happens in cases of 
this kind, became of a black colour. Some 
time afterwards, the patient died from dis- 
ease of the liver and anasarca. On exami- 
nation of the body, the plexus choroides 
was of a dark-blue colour; and some of the 
viscera having been submitted to a chemi- 
cal analysis, were found to contain a con- 
siderable quantity of silver.— Rust’s Kritis- 
ches Repertorium, 








OSPEDALE DI PARMA. 


ASCITES SUCCESSFULLY TREATED BY COM- 
PRESSION. 


Ar the end of last year, a middle-aged 
female was admitted into the clinical wards 
of M. Speranza, with a large dropsical 
swelling of the abdomen, which, according 
to her statement, had followed an attack of 
peritonitis after ae 0 labour. She was in 
a state of great exhaustion, of cachectic ap- 
pearance, and in constant fever; the abdo- 
men was considerably swelled ; urine scanty, 
and high-coloured; the bowels costive, and 
digestion much deranged. The use of 
squills, aperients, and mercury, having pro- 
duced no alteration whatever, M. pean 
determined upon trying the effect of strong 
compression of the abdomen, of the bene- 
ficial effects of which, the observations of 
Godelle and Recamier, and more lately 
those of Monton, have given very ample 
proofs, The secretion of urine was, within 


APOTHECARIES. 


a short time, augmented in such a 

as greatly to reduce the size of the o 
men, at the end of three weeks, no trace 
of fluctuation could be discovered. Under 
the continued employment of the ban ; 
the use of tonics, and a nutrient diet, 
patient rapidly recovered her strength, and 
was, eight weeks after her admission, dis- 
charged perfectly cured.—Annati di Medi- 
cina. 


THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF APOTHE* 
CARIES. 


Tue following documents establish the 
truth of much of whet we advanced last 
week, respecting the illiberal conduct of 
this miserable Company towards medical 
students :— 


To the Editor of Tuk Lancet. 


Srr,—I have enclosed a certificate of dis- 
pensary of practice, which, together with the 
following facts, you are at liberty to make 
what use think proper. 

On the publication of the last regulations 
of the Court of Examiners of the Apothe- 
caries’ Company, | applied to Mr. Watson, 
to know whether they would receive a certi- 
ficate of dispensary practice, attended be- 
fore their last “ regulations” came into 
force, and was answered, ‘* No, because it 
cost me nothing, as | had attended the dis- 
pensary one my See. and had 
not begun ive part of my medical 
prt a.” oor since taken the certifi- 
cate to Mr. Watson, and he (bas again) 
said it would not do, and also that all the 
teachers in London had allowed, that the 
system of education as reqnired by the new 
regulations is the best. 

I remain Sir, 
Yours &e. 
Rosert Jowerr. 
88, St. Martin’s-lane, Westminster, 
May 11, 1829. 


CERTIFICATE. 


This is to certify, that Mr. Robert Jowett 
has diligently attended the medical and 
surgical practice of ‘St. Mary’s Hospital and 
Dispensary, Nottingham, for THRek years ; 
during which period, the average number 
of patients exceeded 2000 ennai. 

Signed. Atex. Manson, M.D. 

Henry O:vxwow, Surgeon. 

Resident 

Surgeon. 


Taos. Jowerr, 
Nottingham, 3d April, 1897. 








